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Key Findings

Countries with Highest PISA Scores
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« Singapore (1,679), China (1,605), Japan (1,599), and Taiwan (1,599) have the highest PISA scores globally.

e Top-performing countries tend to achieve consistently strong results across math, science, and reading, with higher performance often associated

with more equitable access to education.

Countries with Lowest PISA Scores
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¢ Lower-performing countries tend to score below global averages across all three subjects, with outcomes often linked to higher levels of poverty
and inequality that affect learning outcomes

What Does PISA Stand For?
* PISA stands for Programme for International Student Assessment (or Program for International Student Assessment in the US).

e The PISA test is conducted by the OECD and assesses students in three core subjects: mathematics, science, and reading comprehension.
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PISA scores reveal a clear performance gap, with dlfferelafsegec%rr%ss countries closely tied to levels of poverty and inequality rather than subject-
specific strengths or weaknesses. Systems with more equitable access to resources tend to perform more consistently across all three subjects.
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Definitions & Methodology

@ What Is PISA? PISA (Programme for International Student Assessment) is an OECD-led
evaluation that measures how well 15-year-old students apply their knowledge to real-
world problems. The PISA test is administered every three years across more than 80
countries, assessing mathematics, science, and reading skills.

@ Why PISA Matters PISA is widely used as a benchmark for comparing how effectively
education systems prepare students for real-world challenges and the modern economy.

@ What Does PISA Measure? The PISA assessment measures applied knowledge and
problem-solving skills, not curriculum-based memorization. PISA scores reflect how
effectively education systems prepare students for real-world challenges beyond school.

@ Last Updated: September 3, 2026
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