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EIGHTH  MINISTERIAL  CONFERENCE  
 
CHAIRMAN 'S CONCLUDING STATEMENT  
 
 
 MY STATEMENT IS IN TW O PARTS.  THE FIRST 

PART REPRESENTS ELEMENTS FOR POLITICAL 

GUIDANCE WHICH EMERGED FROM THE 

PREPARATORY PROCESS.  THESE ELEMENTS 
WERE THE SUBJECT OF CONSENSUS IN THE 

GENERAL COUNCIL .  THEY WERE CIRCULATED IN 

DOCUMENT WT/MIN(11)/W/2.   AS THE 

GENERAL COUNCIL CHAIRMAN HAS ALREADY 

ASSURED MEMBERS, I  WISH TO REITERATE THAT 
NOTHING IN THIS TEXT RE -INTERPRETS OR 
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CHANGES ANY WTO  RULES OR AGREEMENTS OR 
PREJUDICES ANY MEMBER 'S RIGHTS AND 

OBLIGATIONS .  IN PARTICULAR , THE DOHA 

MANDATE REMAINS AS FORMALLY AGREED BY 

MEMBERS IN ITS ENTIRETY AND NEITHER THE 

CONSENSUS ELEMENTS FOR POLITICAL 

GUIDANCE IN PART I,  NOR THE NON-EXHAUSTIVE 
SUMMARY IN PART II  OF THIS STATEMENT , 
CHANGE OR REINTERPRET IT .  NEITHER THE 

ELEMENTS NOR MY SUMMARY ARE LEGALLY 

BINDING . 
 
 PART II  IS MY SUMMARY , UNDER MY OWN 

RESPONSIBILITY , OF THE MAIN POINTS WHICH 

HAVE EMERGED FROM THE DISCUSSIONS OVER 

THE PAST TWO AND A HALF DAYS . I  HAVE ALSO 

TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT DECLARATIONS AND 
WRITTEN STATEMENTS SUBMITTED BY MEMBERS. 
THE SUMMARY IS NOT EXHAUSTIVE BUT I  HOPE 

THAT I  HAVE CAPTURED THE KEY ISSUES .   
 
_______________ 
 
 
PART I 
 
ELEMENTS  FOR POLITICAL  GUIDANCE 
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IMPORTANCE OF THE MULTILATERAL TRADING 

SYSTEM AND THE WTO 
 
 M INISTERS EMPHASIZE THE VALUE OF THE 

RULES-BASED MULTILATERAL TRADING SYSTEM 

AND AGREE TO STRENGTHEN IT AND MAKE IT 
MORE RESPONSIVE TO THE NEEDS OF MEMBERS, 
ESPECIALLY IN THE CURRENT CHALLENGING 

GLOBAL ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT , IN ORDER TO 

STIMULATE ECONOMIC GROWTH , EMPLOYMENT 

AND DEVELOPMENT . 
 
 M INISTERS UNDERSCORE THAT THE WTO' S 

ROLE IN KEEPING MARKETS OPEN IS 

PARTICULARLY CRITICAL IN LIGHT OF THE 

CHALLENGING GLOBAL ECONOMIC 
ENVIRONMENT .  THE WTO  HAS A VITAL ROLE TO 

PLAY IN THE FIGHT AGAINST ALL FORMS OF 

PROTECTIONISM AND IN PROMOTING ECONOMIC 

GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT .  M INISTERS ALSO 

ACKNOWLEDGE THAT EXPERIENCE HAS SHOWN 

THAT PROTECTIONISM TENDS TO DEEPEN 
GLOBAL ECONOMIC DOWNTURNS .  M INISTERS 

FULLY RECOGNIZE WTO  RIGHTS AND 

OBLIGATIONS OF MEMBERS AND AFFIRM THEIR 
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COMMITMENT TO FIRMLY RESIST 
PROTECTIONISM IN ALL ITS FORMS . 
 
 M INISTERS UNDERLINE THE IMPORTANCE OF 

THE WORK OF REGULAR WTO  BODIES 

INCLUDING THEIR ROLE IN THE OVERSIGHT OF 

IMPLEMENTING EXISTING AGREEMENTS; 
DISPUTE AVOIDANCE ; TRANSPARENCY THROUGH 

MONITORING AND REPORTING AND AS A FORUM 

FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF TRADE -RELATED 

ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS.  M INISTERS CALL 

FOR STRENGTHENING AND IMPROVING THEIR 
FUNCTIONING . 
 
 M INISTERS RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANT 

ASSET THAT THE WTO  DISPUTE SETTLEMENT 

SYSTEM REPRESENTS AND COMMIT THEMSELVES 
TO STRENGTHEN IT , INCLUDING THROUGH 

CONCLUDING THE DSU REVIEW NEGOTIATIONS . 
 
 M INISTERS WELCOME THE ACCESSIONS OF 

VANUATU , SAMOA , THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION 

AND MONTENEGRO TO THE WTO  AND 
RECOGNIZE THE CONTRIBUTION OF ACCESSION 

TO STRENGTHENING THE MULTILATERAL 

TRADING SYSTEM .  M INISTERS REMAIN 

COMMITTED TO EFFORTS TO FACILITATE 
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ACCESSIONS, IN PARTICULAR OF LEAST -
DEVELOPED COUNTRIES (LDCS). 
 
TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT  
 
 M INISTERS REAFFIRM THAT DEVELOPMENT 

IS A CORE ELEMENT OF THE WTO' S WORK.  
THEY ALSO REAFFIRM THE POSITIVE LINK 

BETWEEN TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT AND CALL 

FOR FOCUSED WORK IN THE COMMITTEE ON 

TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT (CTD) WHICH IS TO 

CONDUCT THIS WORK IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS 
MANDATE AND REPORT THE RESULTS ACHIEVED 

TO M INISTERS AT THE NINTH SESSION.  
M INISTERS CALL ON WTO  MEMBERS TO FULLY 

OPERATIONALIZE THE M ANDATE OF THE CTD AS 

A FOCAL POINT FOR DEVELOPMENT WORK . 
 
 M INISTERS REAFFIRM THE NEED FOR THE 

WTO  TO ASSIST IN FURTHER INTEGRATING 

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES , PARTICULARLY LDCS 

AND, WITHOUT CREATING A SUB -CATEGORY OF 

WTO  MEMBERS, SMALL , VULNERABLE 
ECONOMIES , INTO THE MULTILATERAL TRADING 

SYSTEM.   
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 M INISTERS ACKNOWLEDGE THE NEEDS OF 
LDCS AND COMMIT THEMSELVES TO ENSURE 

THAT LDCS'  INTERESTS ARE GIVEN DUE 

PRIORITY IN THE FUTURE WORK OF THE WTO.   

IN THIS REGARD , THEY HAVE TAKEN DECISIONS 

CONCERNING LDC  ACCESSION IN DOCUMENT 

WT/COMTD/LDC/19,  EXTENSION OF THE LDC  
TRANSITION PERIOD UNDER ARTICLE 66.1 OF THE 

TRIPS AGREEMENT IN DOCUMENT 

IP/C/59/ADD.2, AND LDCS SERVICES WAIVER IN 

DOCUMENT TN/S/37.  M INISTERS ALSO URGE THE 

FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF DECISION 36 OF 
ANNEX F OF THE HONG KONG M INISTERIAL 

DECLARATION OF 2005 ON MEASURES IN FAVOUR 

OF LDCS.  M INISTERS ALSO WELCOM E THE 

ISTANBUL PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR LDCS 

FOR THE DECADE 2011-2020. 
 
 M INISTERS CONFIRM THEIR COMMITMENT 

TO ON-GOING DIALOGUE AND ENGAGEMENT TO 

PROGRESS THE MANDATE IN PARAGRAPH 11 OF 

THE HONG KONG M INISTERIAL DECLARATION 

TO ADDRESS COTTON " AMBITIOUSLY , 
EXPEDITIOUSLY AND SPECIFICALLY ",  WITHIN 

THE AGRICULTURE NEGOTIATIONS .  M INISTERS 

HIGHLIGHT THE VALUE OF ON -GOING REPORTING 

ON COTTON, AND INVITE THE DIRECTOR -
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GENERAL TO CONTINUE FURNISHING PERIODIC 
REPORTS ON THE DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE 

ASPECTS OF COTTON TO EACH M INISTERIAL 

CONFERENCE.  M INISTERS COMMEND THE WORK 

BEING UNDERTAKEN WITHIN THE DIRECTOR -
GENERAL 'S CONSULTATIVE PROCESS TO 

ADVANCE DEVELOPMENTAL ASSISTANCE ASPECTS 
OF COTTON. 
 
 M INISTERS REAFFIRM THE INTEGRALITY OF 

SPECIAL AND DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT 

PROVISIONS TO THE WTO  AGREEMENTS AND 
THEIR DETERMINATION TO FULFIL THE DOHA 

MANDATE TO REVIEW THEM WITH A VIEW TO 

STRENGTHENING THEM AND MAKING THEM 

MORE PRECISE, EFFECTIVE AND OPERATIONAL .  
M INISTERS AGREE TO EXPEDITE WORK TOWARDS 
FINALIZING THE MONITORING MECHANISM FOR 

SPECIAL AND DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT .  THEY 

ALSO AGREE TO TAKE STOCK OF THE 28 

AGREEMENT -SPECIFIC PROPOSALS IN ANNEX C 

OF THE DRAFT CANCÚN TEXT WITH A VIEW TO 

FORMAL ADOPTION OF THOSE AGREED . 
 
 M INISTERS TAKE NOTE OF THE PROGRESS 

ACHIEVED ON AID FOR TRADE AND OF THE 

THIRD GLOBAL AID FOR TRADE REVIEW .  THEY 
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AGREE TO MAINTAIN , BEYOND 2011, AID FOR 
TRADE LEVELS THAT AT LEAST REFLECT THE 

AVERAGE OF THE PERIOD 2006-2008 AND TO 

WORK WITH DEVELOPMENT BANKS TO ENSURE 

THE AVAILABILITY OF TRADE FINANCE TO LOW  

INCOME COUNTRIES . M INISTERS REITERATE 

THEIR COMMITMENT TO FUNDING THE WTO  
GLOBAL TRUST FUND IN A PREDICTABLE AND 

TIMELY MANNER TO ENABLE THE SECRETARIAT 

TO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE THE TECHNICAL 

ASSISTANCE AND CAPACITY BUILDING 

REQUIRED .   
 
 M INISTERS ACKNOWLEDGE THE WTO’ S CO-
OPERATION WITH OTHER DEVELOPMENT -
RELATED ORGANIZATIONS , IN PARTICULAR , THE 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTRE (ITC).   
M INISTERS REAFFIRM THE ITC' S ROLE IN 

IMPROVING AND ENHANCING TRADE SUPPORT 

INSTITUTIONS AND POLICIES FOR THE BENEFIT OF 

EXPORTING EFFORTS; AND IN STRENGTHENING 

THE EXPORT CAPACITY OF ENTERPRISES TO 

RESPOND TO MARKET OPPORTUNITIES .  
M INISTERS ENCOURAGE THE ITC  TO SUPPORT 

AND ASSIST DEVELOPING COUNTRIES TO ADDRESS 

BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT AND MARKET ACCESS 

ISSUES AFFECTING THE PRIVATE SECTOR . 
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DOHA DEVELOPMENT AGENDA 
 
 M INISTERS DEEPLY REGRET THAT , DESPITE 

FULL ENGAGEMENT AND INTENSIFIED EFFORTS 

TO CONCLUDE THE DOHA DEVELOPMENT 

AGENDA SINGLE UNDERTAKING SINCE THE LAST 
M INISTERIAL CONFERENCE, THE NEGOTIATIONS 

ARE AT AN IMPASSE . 
 
 M INISTERS ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THERE ARE 

SIGNIFICANTLY DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES ON 
THE POSSIBLE RESULTS THAT MEMBERS CAN 

ACHIEVE IN CERTAIN AREAS OF THE SINGLE 

UNDERTAKING .  IN THIS CONTEXT , IT IS 

UNLIKELY THAT ALL ELEMENTS OF THE DOHA 

DEVELOPMENT ROUND COULD BE CONCLUDED 
SIMULTANEOUSLY IN THE NEAR FUTURE . 
 
 DESPITE THIS SITUATION , M INISTERS 

REMAIN COMMITTED TO WORK ACTIVELY , IN A 

TRANSPARENT AND INCLUSIVE MANNER , 
TOWARDS A SUCCESSFUL MULTILATERAL 
CONCLUSION OF THE DOHA DEVELOPMENT 

AGENDA IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS MANDATE .   
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 IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE THIS END AND TO 
FACILITATE SWIFTER PROGRESS , M INISTERS 

RECOGNIZE THAT MEMBERS NEED TO MORE 

FULLY EXPLORE DIFFERENT NEGOTIATING 

APPROACHES WHILE RESPECTING THE 

PRINCIPLES OF TRANSPARENCY AND 

INCLUSIVENESS. 
 
 IN THIS CONTEXT , M INISTERS COMMIT TO 

ADVANCE NEGOTIATIONS , WHERE PROGRESS CAN 

BE ACHIEVED , INCLUDING FOCUSING ON THE 

ELEMENTS OF THE DOHA DECLARATION THAT 
ALLOW MEMBERS TO REACH PROVISIONAL OR 

DEFINITIVE AGREEMENTS BASED ON CONSENSUS 

EARLIER THAN THE FULL CONCLUSION OF THE 

SINGLE UNDERTAKING . 
 
 M INISTERS ALSO STRESS THAT THEY WILL 

INTENSIFY THEIR EFFORTS TO LOOK INTO WAYS 

THAT MAY ALLOW MEMBERS TO OVERCOME THE 

MOST CRITICAL AND FUNDAMENTAL 

STALEMATES IN THE AREAS WHERE 

MULTILATERAL CONVERGENCE HAS PROVEN TO 
BE ESPECIALLY CHALLENGING . 
 
 M INISTERS MAINTAIN THAT , IN THEIR 

NEGOTIATIONS , THEY WILL CONTINUE THEIR 
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WORK BASED ON THE PROGRESS ALREADY MADE .  
M INISTERS AFFIRM THAT ANY AGREEMENTS 

REACHED , AT ANY TIME , HAVE TO RESPECT 

FULLY THE DEVELOPMENT COMPONENT OF THE 

MANDATE . 
 
_______________ 
 
 
 
 
 
  
PART II 
 
SUMMARY  OF KEY  ISSUES RAISED IN  

THE  DISCUSSIONS 
 
 
KEEPING MARKETS OPEN AND RESISTING 

PROTECTIONISM  
 
M INISTERS HIGHLIGHTED THE IMPORTANCE OF 
KEEPING MARKETS OPEN AND THE NEED TO 

RESIST PROTECTIONISM PARTICULARLY IN THIS 

CHALLENGING GLOBAL ECONOMIC 

ENVIRONMENT .  MANY M INISTERS SOUGHT A 
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STRONGER MESSAGE AGAINST PROTECTIONISM , 
STATING THAT THE PREVAILING ECONOMIC 

CLIMATE HAD MADE IT ALL THE MORE 

ESSENTIAL .  IN THIS REGARD , THEY URGED 

MEMBERS TO COMMIT TO A STANDSTILL ON ALL 

FORMS OF PROTECTIONISM ; TO ROLL BACK ANY 

PROTECTIONIST MEASURES THAT HAD BEEN 
INTRODUCED DURING THE CRISIS ; TO NOT 

INTRODUCE NEW PROTECTIONIST MEASURES 

WHILE THE DOHA NEGOTIATIONS WERE ON -
GOING ; AND, TO EXERCISE MAXIMUM  RESTRAINT 

IN IMPLEMENTING MEASURES THAT MAY BE 
WTO-CONSISTENT BUT HAVE A SIGNIFICANT 

PROTECTIONIST EFFECT .  THE NEED FOR A 

REGULAR MONITORING M ECHANISM WAS 

HIGHLIGHTED , INCLUDING THROUGH 

REINFORCING THE TRADE POLICY REVIEW 
BODY.  MANY M INISTERS WELCOMED THE 

DIRECTOR -GENERAL 'S MONITORING REPORTS 

ON RECENT TRADE DEVELOPMENTS . 
 
 OTHER M INISTERS SAID THAT THE RULES -
BASED NATURE OF THE WTO  SYSTEM WITH ITS 
RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS NEEDED TO BE TAKEN 

INTO ACCOUNT .  DEVELOPMENT ASPECTS ALSO 

NEEDED TO BE CONSIDERED.  THEY STRESSED 

THAT IN THESE CHALLENGING TIMES , THE RIGHT 
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OF MEMBERS TO USE EXISTING WTO-
CONSISTENT POLICY SPACE TO ACHIEVE 

ECONOMIC AND DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES 

SHOULD NOT BE CURTAILED .  SOME M INISTERS 

ALSO STRESSED THAT ALL FORMS OF 

PROTECTIONISM , NOT ONLY TARIFFS , SHOULD BE 

CONSIDERED IN ANY COMMITMENT .   
 
 A NUMBER OF M INISTERS EXPRESSED 

CONCERN OVER THE INCREASE OF 

PROTECTIONISM IN AGRICULTURAL TRADE IN 

THE FORM OF TRADE -RESTRICTIVE MEASURES 
WITHOUT SCIENTIFIC OR TECHNICAL 

JUSTIFICATION AND NOT IN CONFORMITY WITH 

THE SPS AND TBT  AGREEMENTS.  SOME 

M INISTERS ALSO EXPRESSED CONCERN WITH 

INCREASING RESORT TO PRIVATE STANDARDS 
AND FOOD LABELLING REQUIREMENTS . 
 
 IT WAS SUGGESTED THAT A TECHNICAL 

WORKSHOP ON PROTECTIONISM BE CONVENED IN 

2012 TO EXAMINE ALL ASPECTS OF THE ISSUE , 
WITH PARTICIPATION BY ALL RELEVANT 
STAKEHOLDERS . 
 
 M INISTERS WIDELY ACKNOWLEDGED THAT 

IMPROVING MEMBERS'  COMPLIANCE WITH 
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NOTIFICATION OBLIGATIONS WOULD ENHANCE 
TRANSPARENCY ACROSS WTO  BODIES AND HELP 

TO DISCOURAGE PROTECTIONISM . 
 
CURRENT GLOBAL CHALLENGES  
 
 A NUMBER OF M INISTERS STRESSED THAT 
FOR THE WTO  TO REMAIN CREDIBLE AND 

RELEVANT IT NEEDED TO ADDRESS CURRENT 

GLOBAL CHALLENGES .  SOME OF THE ISSUES 

MENTIONED IN THIS DISCUSSION INCLUDED 

CLIMATE CHANGE , ENERGY, FOOD SECURITY, 
TRADE AND EXCHANGE RATES , COMPETITION 

AND INVESTMENT . SOME M INISTERS STATED 

THAT IT WAS TIME TO EXPLORE THESE ISSUES IN 

WTO  REGULAR BODIES TO ENABLE THE 

MEMBERSHIP TO IMPROVE UNDERSTANDING OF 
THEIR IMPLICATIONS FOR TRADE AND 

DEVELOPMENT WHILE CONTINUING EFFORTS TO 

SEEK A CONCLUSION OF THE DOHA ROUND. 
 
 OTHER M INISTERS EXPRESSED 

RESERVATIONS ABOUT INITIATING 
NEGOTIATIONS ON NEW ISSUES.  THEY WERE 

CONCERNED ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF 

ADDRESSING ISSUES SELECTIVELY OR SHIFTING 

THE FOCUS AWAY FROM UNRESOLVED ISSUES IN 
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THE DDA NEGOTIATIONS .  THEY STRESSED THAT 
ANY NEW ISSUE SHOULD ONLY BE BROUGHT TO 

COMMITTEES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR 

NORMAL RULES AND PROCEDURES AND WITHIN 

THEIR RESPECTIVE MANDATES .   
 
 SOME M INISTERS SAID THAT THE WTO  
NEEDED TO PAY MORE ATTENTION TO GLOBAL 

VALUE CHAINS .  IN THIS REGARD , CALLS WERE 

MADE TO BUILD ON THE SECRETARIAT 'S RECENT 

"M ADE IN THE WORLD"  INITIATIVE .   
 
 SOME M INISTERS WELCOMED THE DECISION 

OF THE WORKING GROUP ON TRADE, DEBT AND 

FINANCE TO CONVENE A SEMINAR ON THE 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EXCHANGE RATES AND 

TRADE IN THE FIRST QUARTER OF 2012. SOME 
M INISTERS ALSO HIGHLIGHTED THE NEED FOR 

GREATER COHERENCE BETWEEN THE WTO  AND 

OTHER INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS , 
INCLUDING THE IMF.   
 
DISPUTE SETTLEMENT  
 
 THE CENTRAL ROLE OF THE DISPUTE 

SETTLEMENT SYSTEM IN ENSURING 

PREDICTABILITY AND SECURITY OF THE 
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MULTILATERAL TRADING SYSTEM WAS STRESSED 
BY MANY M INISTERS.  THE NEED TO IMPROVE 

DSU PROCEDURES AND MAKE THE SYSTEM MORE 

ACCESSIBLE TO LEAST -DEVELOPED COUNTRIES 

AND SMALL , VULNERABLE ECONOMIES WAS 

STRESSED.  IN THAT REGARD , MANY M INISTERS 

URGED THE COMPLETION OF THE DSU 
NEGOTIATIONS IN 2012. 
  
ACCESSIONS 
 
 THERE WAS WIDE CONVERGENCE ON THE 
IMPORTANCE OF ACCESSIONS TO MAKING THE 

MULTILATERAL TRADING SYSTEM TRULY 

UNIVERSAL .  M INISTERS WELCOMED THE 

ADOPTION OF THE DECISION FURTHER 

STREAMLINING LDCS ACCESSIONS AND URGED 
ITS RAPID OPERATIONALISATION . SOME 

M INISTERS DREW ATTENTION TO THE 

SUBSTANTIVE AND PROCEDURAL CHALLENGES IN 

THE ACCESSION PROCESS FOR OTHER 

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND URGED 

STREAMLINING OF THESE PROCESSES TOO, 
INCLUDING NOT SUBJECTING ACCEDING 

COUNTRIES TO COMMITM ENTS BEYOND THEIR 

LEVELS OF DEVELOPMENT . 
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REGIONAL TRADE AGREEMENTS (RTAS) 
 
 A LARGE NUMBER OF M INISTERS POINTED TO 

THE GROWING NUMBER OF RTAS AND STRESSED 

THE NEED TO ENSURE THAT THEY REMAIN 

COMPLEMENTARY TO , NOT A SUBSTITUTE FOR, 
THE MULTILATERAL TRADING SYSTEM .  IN THAT 
REGARD, MANY M INISTERS STRESSED THE NEED 

FOR THE WTO  TO ADDRESS THE SYSTEMIC 

IMPLICATIONS OF RTAS FOR THE 

MULTILATERAL TRADING SYSTEM AND TO STUDY 

TRENDS IN RTAS AND REPORT TO THE NINTH 
M INISTERIAL CONFERENCE.   
 
THE ROLE OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRADE AND 

DEVELOPMENT (CTD) 
 
 THE IMPORTANCE OF THE DEVELOPMENT 

DIMENSION OF THE WTO' S WORK WAS 

HIGHLIGHTED BY A LARGE NUMBER OF 

M INISTERS, MANY OF WHOM STRESSED THE NEED 

TO STRENGTHEN THE CTD AS A FOCAL POINT 

FOR DEVELOPMENT ISSUES.  IN THAT CONTEXT , 
SOME M INISTERS SUGGESTED THE FULL 

OPERATIONALIZATION OF THE CTD' S MANDATE 

INCLUDING THE REVIEW  AND MONITORING OF 

SPECIAL AND DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT 
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PROVISIONS IN THE WTO.   OTHERS EXPRESSED 
SUPPORT FOR THE FINALIZATION OF THE S&D 

MONITORING MECHANISM AND THE ADOPTION 

OF ANNEX C OF THE DRAFT CANCÚN TEXT . 
OTHER M INISTERS ALSO SUGGESTED THAT 

CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO 

OUTSTANDING IMPLEMENTATION ISSUES IN LINE 
WITH PARAGRAPH 12 OF THE DOHA 

M INISTERIAL DECLARATION . 
  
FOOD SECURITY 
 
 MANY M INISTERS URGED WTO  MEMBERS 

TO COMMIT TO REMOVE AND NOT TO IMPOSE IN 

THE FUTURE , FOOD EXPORT RESTRICTIONS OR 

EXTRAORDINARY TAXES FOR FOOD PURCHASED 

FOR NON-COMMERCIAL HUMANITARIAN 
PURPOSES BY THE WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME .  
OTHER M INISTERS STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE 

OF ADDRESSING THE ROOT CAUSES OF FOOD 

INSECURITY AND UNDERLINED THE IMPORTANCE 

OF ALLOWING MEMBERS TO USE THEIR RIGHTS 

UNDER WTO  AGREEMENTS.   
 
  SOME M INISTERS SIGNALLED THEIR 

SUPPORT FOR A PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A 

WORK PROGRAMME ON TRADE -RELATED 
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RESPONSES TO MITIGATE THE IMPACT OF FOOD 
MARKET PRICES AND VOLATILITY , ESPECIALLY 

ON LDCS AND NFIDCS, FOR ACTION BY THE 

NINTH M INISTERIAL CONFERENCE.  SEVERAL 

M INISTERS NOTED THAT THE ISSUE OF FOOD 

SECURITY WAS MULTI -FACETED AND NEEDED TO 

BE LOOKED AT IN ITS ENTIRETY , INCLUDING THE 
IMPACT OF EXPORT RESTRICTIONS ON 

INTERNATIONAL PRICES .   
 
AID FOR TRADE AND THE ENHANCED 

INTEGRATED FRAMEWORK .  
 
 THERE WAS BROAD RECOGNITION OF THE 

IMPORTANCE OF AID FOR TRADE TO BUILD 

TRADE CAPACITY AND FACILITATE THE 

INTEGRATION OF BENEFICIARY COUNTRIES INTO 
THE MULTILATERAL TRADING SYSTEM .  THE 

SPECIFIC ROLE OF THE ENHANCED INTEGRATED 

FRAMEWORK FOR LDCS WAS UNDERSCORED.  
SOME M INISTERS CALLED FOR ENSURING THAT 

AID FOR TRADE FUNDING ADDRESSES THE NEED 

OF DEVELOPING COUNTIES , PARTICULARLY THE 
SPECIFIC NEEDS OF SMALL , VULNERABLE 

ECONOMIES AND URGED CO-OPERATION WITH 

OTHER RELEVANT INSTITUTIONS TO THAT 

EFFECT.  THE IMPORTANCE OF THE REGIONAL 
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DIMENSION OF AID FOR TRADE AND OF TRADE 
FINANCE WERE ALSO HIGHLIGHTED .   
 
DOHA ROUND NEGOTIATIONS  
 
 MANY M INISTERS EXPRESSED DEEP REGRET 

AT THE IMPASSE CURRENTLY FACING THE DOHA 
ROUND.  THEY NEVERTHELESS REAFFIRMED 

THEIR COMMITMENT TO DELIVERING ON THE 

DOHA MANDATE .   
 
 ON THE WORK AHEAD , WHILE A NUMBER OF 
M INISTERS EMPHASISED THEIR OPENNESS TO 

DIFFERENT NEGOTIATING APPROACHES , SOME 

EXPRESSED STRONG RESERVATIONS ABOUT 

PLURILATERAL APPROACHES .   
 
 MANY M INISTERS STRESSED THE NEED FOR 

MEMBERS TO START IDENTIFYING AREAS WHERE 

PROVISIONAL OR DEFINITIVE AGREEMENTS 

COULD BE REACHED IN THE SHORTER TERM .  
OTHERS INDICATED THE NEED TO MOVE STEP BY 

STEP, BOTTOM -UP, TO AVOID REPEATING PAST 
FAILED ATTEMPTS .   
 
 MANY MEMBERS STRESSED THAT ANY 

DIFFERENT APPROACHES IN THE WORK AHEAD 
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SHOULD CONFORM TO THE DOHA MANDATE , 
RESPECT THE SINGLE UNDERTAKING , AND BE 

TRULY MULTILATERAL , TRANSPARENT AND 

INCLUSIVE .  
 
 IN LOOKING AT FUTURE WORK , A LARGE 

NUMBER OF M INISTERS STRESSED THE 
CENTRALITY OF DEVELOPMENT .  MANY 

UNDERLINED THE NEED TO GIVE PRIORITY TO 

ISSUES OF INTEREST TO LDCS, INCLUDING 

COTTON .  MANY MENTIONED THE IM PORTANCE 

OF ALL THREE PILLARS IN THE AGRICULTURE 
NEGOTIATIONS .  MANY ALSO MENTIONED TRADE 

FACILITATION , SPECIAL AND DIFFERENTIAL 

TREATMENT , S&D MONITORING MECHANISM 

AND NON-TARIFF MEASURES . 
 
 THERE WAS A SHARED SENSE THAT A KEY 

QUESTION TO UNLOCK THE CURRENT IMPASSE IS 

THE BALANCE IN CONTRIBUTIONS AND 

RESPONSIBILITIES BETWEEN EMERGING AND 

ADVANCED ECONOMIES , ALTHOUGH THERE WERE 

DIFFERENT VIEWS AS TO WHAT THE 
APPROPRIATE SHARES IN THIS BALANCE SHOULD 

BE. 
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 SEVERAL M INISTERS EMPHASIZED THE 
IMPORTANCE OF A TRANSPARENT , INCLUSIVE 

AND BOTTOM -UP APPROACH IN THE W ORK AHEAD 

WHILE OTHERS STRESSED THE NEED TO TAKE 

ACCOUNT OF ALL MEMBERS� VIEWS AND AVOID 

ATTRIBUTING THE VIEW S OF A FEW TO THE 

WHOLE MEMBERSHIP . 
 
______________ 
 
 
 THAT CONCLUDES MY SUMMARY . BEFORE 
MOVING TO CLOSE THE MEETING , I  WOULD LIKE 

TO SAY A FEW WORDS OF APPRECIATION AND 

SHARE SOME PERSONAL REFLECTIONS WITH YOU . 
 
 FIRST OF ALL , MY WARMEST GRATITUDE TO 
ALL THOSE WHO HAVE W ORKED SO HARD TO 

MAKE THIS CONFERENCE A SUCCESS AGAINST 

CONSIDERABLE ODDS. I  WANT ESPECIALLY TO 

THANK M INISTERS CADIZ , MUSTAPA AND 

SCHNEIDER -AMMAN , WHOSE SKILLS AS VICE-
CHAIRS HAVE MADE A KEY CONTRIBUTION TO 
THE SMOOTH HANDLING OF A BUSY AGENDA .  
THANKS ALSO TO AMBASSADOR AGAH FOR HIS 

SKILFUL MANAGEM ENT OF THE PREPARATORY 

PROCESS, DIRECTOR -GENERAL LAMY FOR HIS 
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STRONG SUPPORT AND ADVOCACY, AND THE 
WHOLE SECRETARIAT TEAM FOR THEIR 

PROFESSIONALISM AND DEDICATION . MOST OF 

ALL , I  WANT TO THANK YOU , THE M INISTERS, 
FOR YOUR CONSTRUCTIVE AND CO -OPERATIVE 

PARTICIPATION . IN THESE CHALLENGING TIMES 

FOR INTERNATIONAL CO -OPERATION , I  BELIEVE 
WE HAVE SET A GOOD EXAMPLE IN THESE THREE 

DAYS.  
  
 I  SEE THIS M INISTERIAL AS SIGNIFICANT IN 

THREE MAIN WAYS . FIRSTLY , IT HAS PRODUCED 
SOME POSITIVE DECISIONS – THE ACCESSIONS OF 

RUSSIA, MONTENEGRO AND SAMOA IN 

PARTICULAR , BUT ALSO THE GOVERNMENT 

PROCUREMENT AGREEMENT AND THE SEVEN 

DECISIONS WE HAVE JUST ADOPTED . SECONDLY , 
WE HAVE SENT A STRONG COLLECTIVE MESSAGE 

THAT THE WTO  IS MORE THAN EVER IMPORTANT 

TO THE WORLD . AND THIRDLY , WE HAVE SEEN 

CONSTRUCTIVE DIALOGUE AMONG M INISTERS 

WHICH HAS IMPROVED THE WTO' S ATMOSPHERE 

AND OUTLOOK . 
 
 IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT WE DO NOT LET THIS 

IMPROVED POLITICAL M OOD DISSIPATE. I  

BELIEVE THE CONTACTS AMONG M INISTERS 
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HERE HAVE CREATED A PROMISING BASIS FOR 
RENEWING THE POLITICAL DIMENSION OF THE 

WTO  IN A LASTING WAY . I  HOPE THAT 

INFORMAL DIALOGUE AM ONG M INISTERS WILL 

CONTINUE ACTIVELY AFTER THIS MEETING , AND I  

COMMIT MYSELF TO DO EVERYTHING I  CAN TO 

ENCOURAGE THAT DIALOGUE . 
 
 
__________ 
WORLD  TRADE 
ORGANIZATION  
  
 WT/MIN(11)/11 
17 DECEMBER 2011 
 (XXX ) 
  
MINISTERIAL  CONFERENCE 
EIGHTH SESSION 
GENEVA , 15 - 17 DECEMBER 2011  
 
 
 
EIGHTH  MINISTERIAL  CONFERENCE  
 
CHAIRMAN 'S CONCLUDING STATEMENT  
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 MY STATEMENT IS IN TW O PARTS.  THE FIRST 

PART REPRESENTS ELEMENTS FOR POLITICAL 

GUIDANCE WHICH EMERGED FROM THE 

PREPARATORY PROCESS.  THESE ELEMENTS 

WERE THE SUBJECT OF CONSENSUS IN THE 

GENERAL COUNCIL .  THEY WERE CIRCULATED IN 
DOCUMENT WT/MIN(11)/W/2.   AS THE 

GENERAL COUNCIL CHAIRMAN HAS ALREADY 

ASSURED MEMBERS, I  WISH TO REITERATE THAT 

NOTHING IN THIS TEXT RE -INTERPRETS OR 

CHANGES ANY WTO  RULES OR AGREEMENTS OR 
PREJUDICES ANY MEMBER 'S RIGHTS AND 

OBLIGATIONS .  IN PARTICULAR , THE DOHA 

MANDATE REMAINS AS FORMALLY AGREED BY 

MEMBERS IN ITS ENTIRETY AND NEITHER THE 

CONSENSUS ELEMENTS FOR POLITICAL 
GUIDANCE IN PART I,  NOR THE NON-EXHAUSTIVE 

SUMMARY IN PART II  OF THIS STATEMENT , 
CHANGE OR REINTERPRET IT .  NEITHER THE 

ELEMENTS NOR MY SUMMARY ARE LEGALLY 

BINDING . 
 
 PART II  IS MY SUMMARY , UNDER MY OWN 

RESPONSIBILITY , OF THE MAIN POINTS WHICH 

HAVE EMERGED FROM THE DISCUSSIONS OVER 

THE PAST TWO AND A HALF DAYS . I  HAVE ALSO 
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TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT DECLARATIONS AND 
WRITTEN STATEMENTS SUBMITTED BY MEMBERS. 
THE SUMMARY IS NOT EXHAUSTIVE BUT I  HOPE 

THAT I  HAVE CAPTURED THE KEY ISSUES .   
 
_______________ 
 
 
PART I 
 
ELEMENTS  FOR POLITICAL  GUIDANCE 
 
IMPORTANCE OF THE MULTILATERAL TRADING 

SYSTEM AND THE WTO 
 
 M INISTERS EMPHASIZE THE VALUE OF THE 

RULES-BASED MULTILATERAL TRADING SYSTEM 
AND AGREE TO STRENGTHEN IT AND MAKE IT 

MORE RESPONSIVE TO THE NEEDS OF MEMBERS, 
ESPECIALLY IN THE CURRENT CHALLENGING 

GLOBAL ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT , IN ORDER TO 

STIMULATE ECONOMIC GROWTH , EMPLOYMENT 

AND DEVELOPMENT . 
 
 M INISTERS UNDERSCORE THAT THE WTO' S 

ROLE IN KEEPING MARKETS OPEN IS 

PARTICULARLY CRITICAL IN LIGHT OF THE 
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CHALLENGING GLOBAL ECONOMIC 
ENVIRONMENT .  THE WTO  HAS A VITAL ROLE TO 

PLAY IN THE FIGHT AGAINST ALL FORMS OF 

PROTECTIONISM AND IN PROMOTING ECONOMIC 

GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT .  M INISTERS ALSO 

ACKNOWLEDGE THAT EXPERIENCE HAS SHOWN 

THAT PROTECTIONISM TENDS TO DEEPEN 
GLOBAL ECONOMIC DOWNTURNS .  M INISTERS 

FULLY RECOGNIZE WTO  RIGHTS AND 

OBLIGATIONS OF MEMBERS AND AFFIRM THEIR 

COMMITMENT TO FIRMLY RESIST 

PROTECTIONISM IN ALL ITS FORMS . 
 
 M INISTERS UNDERLINE THE IMPORTANCE OF 

THE WORK OF REGULAR WTO  BODIES 

INCLUDING THEIR ROLE IN THE OVERSIGHT OF 

IMPLEMENTING EXISTING AGREEMENTS; 
DISPUTE AVOIDANCE ; TRANSPARENCY THROUGH 

MONITORING AND REPORTING AND AS A FORUM 

FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF TRADE -RELATED 

ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS.  M INISTERS CALL 

FOR STRENGTHENING AND IMPROVING THEIR 

FUNCTIONING . 
 
 M INISTERS RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANT 

ASSET THAT THE WTO  DISPUTE SETTLEMENT 

SYSTEM REPRESENTS AND COMMIT THEMSELVES 
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TO STRENGTHEN IT , INCLUDING THROUGH 
CONCLUDING THE DSU REVIEW NEGOTIATIONS . 
 
 M INISTERS WELCOME THE ACCESSIONS OF 

VANUATU , SAMOA , THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION 

AND MONTENEGRO TO THE WTO  AND 

RECOGNIZE THE CONTRIBUTION OF ACCESSION 
TO STRENGTHENING THE MULTILATERAL 

TRADING SYSTEM .  M INISTERS REMAIN 

COMMITTED TO EFFORTS TO FACILITATE 

ACCESSIONS, IN PARTICULAR OF LEAST -
DEVELOPED COUNTRIES (LDCS). 
 
TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT  
 
 M INISTERS REAFFIRM THAT DEVELOPMENT 

IS A CORE ELEMENT OF THE WTO' S WORK.  
THEY ALSO REAFFIRM THE POSITIVE LINK 

BETWEEN TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT AND CALL 

FOR FOCUSED WORK IN THE COMMITTEE ON 

TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT (CTD) WHICH IS TO 

CONDUCT THIS WORK IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS 

MANDATE AND REPORT THE RESULTS ACHIEVED 
TO M INISTERS AT THE NINTH SESSION.  
M INISTERS CALL ON WTO  MEMBERS TO FULLY 

OPERATIONALIZE THE M ANDATE OF THE CTD AS 

A FOCAL POINT FOR DEVELOPMENT WORK . 



 WT/MIN(11)/11 
 Page 29 
 
 

  

 
 M INISTERS REAFFIRM THE NEED FOR THE 

WTO  TO ASSIST IN FURTHER INTEGRATING 

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES , PARTICULARLY LDCS 

AND, WITHOUT CREATING A SUB -CATEGORY OF 

WTO  MEMBERS, SMALL , VULNERABLE 

ECONOMIES , INTO THE MULTILATERAL TRADING 
SYSTEM.   
 
 M INISTERS ACKNOWLEDGE THE NEEDS OF 

LDCS AND COMMIT THEMSELVES TO ENSURE 

THAT LDCS'  INTERESTS ARE GIVEN DUE 
PRIORITY IN THE FUTURE WORK OF THE WTO.   

IN THIS REGARD , THEY HAVE TAKEN DECISIONS 

CONCERNING LDC  ACCESSION IN DOCUMENT 

WT/COMTD/LDC/19,  EXTENSION OF THE LDC  

TRANSITION PERIOD UNDER ARTICLE 66.1 OF THE 
TRIPS AGREEMENT IN DOCUMENT 

IP/C/59/ADD.2, AND LDCS SERVICES WAIVER IN 

DOCUMENT TN/S/37.  M INISTERS ALSO URGE THE 

FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF DECISION 36 OF 

ANNEX F OF THE HONG KONG M INISTERIAL 

DECLARATION OF 2005 ON MEASURES IN FAVOUR 
OF LDCS.  M INISTERS ALSO WELCOM E THE 

ISTANBUL PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR LDCS 

FOR THE DECADE 2011-2020. 
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 M INISTERS CONFIRM THEIR COMMITMENT 
TO ON-GOING DIALOGUE AND ENGAGEMENT TO 

PROGRESS THE MANDATE IN PARAGRAPH 11 OF 

THE HONG KONG M INISTERIAL DECLARATION 

TO ADDRESS COTTON " AMBITIOUSLY , 
EXPEDITIOUSLY AND SPECIFICALLY ",  WITHIN 

THE AGRICULTURE NEGOTIATIONS .  M INISTERS 
HIGHLIGHT THE VALUE OF ON -GOING REPORTING 

ON COTTON, AND INVITE THE DIRECTOR -
GENERAL TO CONTINUE FURNISHING PERIODIC 

REPORTS ON THE DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE 

ASPECTS OF COTTON TO EACH M INISTERIAL 
CONFERENCE.  M INISTERS COMMEND THE WORK 

BEING UNDERTAKEN WITHIN THE DIRECTOR -
GENERAL 'S CONSULTATIVE PROCESS TO 

ADVANCE DEVELOPMENTAL ASSISTANCE ASPECTS 

OF COTTON. 
 
 M INISTERS REAFFIRM THE INTEGRALITY OF 

SPECIAL AND DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT 

PROVISIONS TO THE WTO  AGREEMENTS AND 

THEIR DETERMINATION TO FULFIL THE DOHA 

MANDATE TO REVIEW THEM WITH A VIEW TO 
STRENGTHENING THEM AND MAKING THEM 

MORE PRECISE, EFFECTIVE AND OPERATIONAL .  
M INISTERS AGREE TO EXPEDITE WORK TOWARDS 

FINALIZING THE MONITORING MECHANISM FOR 
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SPECIAL AND DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT .  THEY 
ALSO AGREE TO TAKE STOCK OF THE 28 

AGREEMENT -SPECIFIC PROPOSALS IN ANNEX C 

OF THE DRAFT CANCÚN TEXT WITH A VIEW TO 

FORMAL ADOPTION OF THOSE AGREED . 
 
 M INISTERS TAKE NOTE OF THE PROGRESS 
ACHIEVED ON AID FOR TRADE AND OF THE 

THIRD GLOBAL AID FOR TRADE REVIEW .  THEY 

AGREE TO MAINTAIN , BEYOND 2011, AID FOR 

TRADE LEVELS THAT AT LEAST REFLECT THE 

AVERAGE OF THE PERIOD 2006-2008 AND TO 
WORK WITH DEVELOPMENT BANKS TO ENSURE 

THE AVAILABILITY OF TRADE FINANCE TO LOW 

INCOME COUNTRIES . M INISTERS REITERATE 

THEIR COMMITMENT TO FUNDING THE WTO  

GLOBAL TRUST FUND IN A PREDICTABLE AND 
TIMELY MANNER TO ENABLE THE SECRETARIAT 

TO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE THE TECHNICAL 

ASSISTANCE AND CAPACITY BUILDING 

REQUIRED .   
 
 M INISTERS ACKNOWLEDGE THE WTO’ S CO-
OPERATION WITH OTHER DEVELOPMENT -
RELATED ORGANIZATIONS , IN PARTICULAR , THE 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTRE (ITC).   

M INISTERS REAFFIRM THE ITC' S ROLE IN 
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IMPROVING AND ENHANCING TRADE SUPPORT 
INSTITUTIONS AND POLICIES FOR THE BENEFIT OF 

EXPORTING EFFORTS; AND IN STRENGTHENING 

THE EXPORT CAPACITY OF ENTERPRISES TO 

RESPOND TO MARKET OPPORTUNITIES .  
M INISTERS ENCOURAGE THE ITC  TO SUPPORT 

AND ASSIST DEVELOPING COUNTRIES TO ADDRESS 
BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT AND MARKET ACCESS 

ISSUES AFFECTING THE PRIVATE SECTOR . 
 
DOHA DEVELOPMENT AGENDA 
 
 M INISTERS DEEPLY REGRET THAT , DESPITE 

FULL ENGAGEMENT AND INTENSIFIED EFFORTS 

TO CONCLUDE THE DOHA DEVELOPMENT 

AGENDA SINGLE UNDERTAKING SINCE THE LAST 

M INISTERIAL CONFERENCE, THE NEGOTIATIONS 
ARE AT AN IMPASSE . 
 
 M INISTERS ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THERE ARE 

SIGNIFICANTLY DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES ON 

THE POSSIBLE RESULTS THAT MEMBERS CAN 

ACHIEVE IN CERTAIN AREAS OF THE SINGLE 
UNDERTAKING .  IN THIS CONTEXT , IT IS 

UNLIKELY THAT ALL ELEMENTS OF THE DOHA 

DEVELOPMENT ROUND COULD BE CONCLUDED 

SIMULTANEOUSLY IN THE NEAR FUTURE . 



 WT/MIN(11)/11 
 Page 33 
 
 

  

 
 DESPITE THIS SITUATION , M INISTERS 

REMAIN COMMITTED TO WORK ACTIVELY , IN A 

TRANSPARENT AND INCLUSIVE MANNER , 
TOWARDS A SUCCESSFUL MULTILATERAL 

CONCLUSION OF THE DOHA DEVELOPMENT 

AGENDA IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS MANDATE .   
 
 IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE THIS END AND TO 

FACILITATE SWIFTER PROGRESS , M INISTERS 

RECOGNIZE THAT MEMBERS NEED TO MORE 

FULLY EXPLORE DIFFERENT NEGOTIATING 
APPROACHES WHILE RESPECTING THE 

PRINCIPLES OF TRANSPARENCY AND 

INCLUSIVENESS. 
 
 IN THIS CONTEXT , M INISTERS COMMIT TO 
ADVANCE NEGOTIATIONS , WHERE PROGRESS CAN 

BE ACHIEVED , INCLUDING FOCUSING ON THE 

ELEMENTS OF THE DOHA DECLARATION THAT 

ALLOW MEMBERS TO REACH PROVISIONAL OR 

DEFINITIVE AGREEMENTS BASED ON CONSENSUS 

EARLIER THAN THE FULL CONCLUSION OF THE 
SINGLE UNDERTAKING . 
 
 M INISTERS ALSO STRESS THAT THEY WILL 

INTENSIFY THEIR EFFORTS TO LOOK INTO WAYS 
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THAT MAY ALLOW MEMBERS TO OVERCOME THE 
MOST CRITICAL AND FUNDAMENTAL 

STALEMATES IN THE AREAS WHERE 

MULTILATERAL CONVERGENCE HAS PROVEN TO 

BE ESPECIALLY CHALLENGING . 
 
 M INISTERS MAINTAIN THAT , IN THEIR 
NEGOTIATIONS , THEY WILL CONTINUE THEIR 

WORK BASED ON THE PROGRESS ALREADY MADE .  
M INISTERS AFFIRM THAT ANY AGREEMENTS 

REACHED , AT ANY TIME , HAVE TO RESPECT 

FULLY THE DEVELOPMENT COMPONENT OF THE 
MANDATE . 
 
_______________ 
 
 
 
 
 
  
PART II 
 
SUMMARY  OF KEY  ISSUES RAISED IN  

THE  DISCUSSIONS 
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KEEPING MARKETS OPEN AND RESISTING 
PROTECTIONISM  
 
M INISTERS HIGHLIGHTED THE IMPORTANCE OF 

KEEPING MARKETS OPEN AND THE NEED TO 

RESIST PROTECTIONISM  PARTICULARLY IN THIS 

CHALLENGING GLOBAL ECONOMIC 
ENVIRONMENT .  MANY M INISTERS SOUGHT A 

STRONGER MESSAGE AGAINST PROTECTIONISM , 
STATING THAT THE PREVAILING ECONOMIC 

CLIMATE HAD MADE IT ALL THE MORE 

ESSENTIAL .  IN THIS REGARD , THEY URGED 
MEMBERS TO COMMIT TO A STANDSTILL ON ALL 

FORMS OF PROTECTIONISM ; TO ROLL BACK ANY 

PROTECTIONIST MEASURES THAT HAD BEEN 

INTRODUCED DURING THE CRISIS ; TO NOT 

INTRODUCE NEW PROTECTIONIST MEASURES 
WHILE THE DOHA NEGOTIATIONS WERE ON -
GOING ; AND, TO EXERCISE MAXIMUM  RESTRAINT 

IN IMPLEMENTING MEASURES THAT MAY BE 

WTO-CONSISTENT BUT HAVE A SIGNIFICANT 

PROTECTIONIST EFFECT .  THE NEED FOR A 

REGULAR MONITORING M ECHANISM WAS 
HIGHLIGHTED , INCLUDING THROUGH 

REINFORCING THE TRADE POLICY REVIEW 

BODY.  MANY M INISTERS WELCOMED THE 



WT/MIN(11)/11 
Page 36 
 
 

  

DIRECTOR -GENERAL 'S MONITORING REPORTS 
ON RECENT TRADE DEVELOPMENTS . 
 
 OTHER M INISTERS SAID THAT THE RULES -
BASED NATURE OF THE WTO  SYSTEM WITH ITS 

RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS NEEDED TO BE TAKEN 

INTO ACCOUNT .  DEVELOPMENT ASPECTS ALSO 
NEEDED TO BE CONSIDERED.  THEY STRESSED 

THAT IN THESE CHALLENGING TIMES , THE RIGHT 

OF MEMBERS TO USE EXISTING WTO-
CONSISTENT POLICY SPACE TO ACHIEVE 

ECONOMIC AND DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES 
SHOULD NOT BE CURTAILED .  SOME M INISTERS 

ALSO STRESSED THAT ALL FORMS OF 

PROTECTIONISM , NOT ONLY TARIFFS , SHOULD BE 

CONSIDERED IN ANY COMMITMENT .   
 
 A NUMBER OF M INISTERS EXPRESSED 

CONCERN OVER THE INCREASE OF 

PROTECTIONISM IN AGRICULTURAL TRADE IN 

THE FORM OF TRADE -RESTRICTIVE MEASURES 

WITHOUT SCIENTIFIC OR TECHNICAL 

JUSTIFICATION AND NOT IN CONFORMITY WITH 
THE SPS AND TBT  AGREEMENTS.  SOME 

M INISTERS ALSO EXPRESSED CONCERN WITH 

INCREASING RESORT TO PRIVATE STANDARDS 

AND FOOD LABELLING REQUIREMENTS . 
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 IT WAS SUGGESTED THAT A TECHNICAL 

WORKSHOP ON PROTECTIONISM BE CONVENED IN 

2012 TO EXAMINE ALL ASPECTS OF THE ISSUE , 
WITH PARTICIPATION BY ALL RELEVANT 

STAKEHOLDERS . 
 
 M INISTERS WIDELY ACKNOWLEDGED THAT 

IMPROVING MEMBERS'  COMPLIANCE WITH 

NOTIFICATION OBLIGATIONS WOULD ENHANCE 

TRANSPARENCY ACROSS WTO  BODIES AND HELP 

TO DISCOURAGE PROTECTIONISM . 
 
CURRENT GLOBAL CHALLENGES  
 
 A NUMBER OF M INISTERS STRESSED THAT 

FOR THE WTO  TO REMAIN CREDIBLE AND 
RELEVANT IT NEEDED TO ADDRESS CURRENT 

GLOBAL CHALLENGES .  SOME OF THE ISSUES 

MENTIONED IN THIS DISCUSSION INCLUDED 

CLIMATE CHANGE , ENERGY, FOOD SECURITY, 
TRADE AND EXCHANGE RATES , COMPETITION 

AND INVESTMENT . SOME M INISTERS STATED 
THAT IT WAS TIME TO EXPLORE THESE ISSUES IN 

WTO  REGULAR BODIES TO ENABLE THE 

MEMBERSHIP TO IMPROVE UNDERSTANDING OF 

THEIR IMPLICATIONS FOR TRADE AND 
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DEVELOPMENT WHILE CONTINUING EFFORTS TO 
SEEK A CONCLUSION OF THE DOHA ROUND. 
 
 OTHER M INISTERS EXPRESSED 

RESERVATIONS ABOUT INITIATING 

NEGOTIATIONS ON NEW ISSUES.  THEY WERE 

CONCERNED ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF 
ADDRESSING ISSUES SELECTIVELY OR SHIFTING 

THE FOCUS AWAY FROM UNRESOLVED ISSUES IN 

THE DDA NEGOTIATIONS .  THEY STRESSED THAT 

ANY NEW ISSUE SHOULD ONLY BE BROUGHT TO 

COMMITTEES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR 
NORMAL RULES AND PROCEDURES AND WITHIN 

THEIR RESPECTIVE MANDATES .   
 
 SOME M INISTERS SAID THAT THE WTO  

NEEDED TO PAY MORE ATTENTION TO GLOBAL 
VALUE CHAINS .  IN THIS REGARD , CALLS WERE 

MADE TO BUILD ON THE SECRETARIAT 'S RECENT 

"M ADE IN THE WORLD"  INITIATIVE .   
 
 SOME M INISTERS WELCOMED THE DECISION 

OF THE WORKING GROUP ON TRADE, DEBT AND 
FINANCE TO CONVENE A SEMINAR ON THE 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EXCHANGE RATES AND 

TRADE IN THE FIRST QUARTER OF 2012. SOME 

M INISTERS ALSO HIGHLIGHTED THE NEED FOR 
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GREATER COHERENCE BETWEEN THE WTO  AND 
OTHER INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS , 
INCLUDING THE IMF.   
 
DISPUTE SETTLEMENT  
 
 THE CENTRAL ROLE OF THE DISPUTE 
SETTLEMENT SYSTEM IN ENSURING 

PREDICTABILITY AND SECURITY OF THE 

MULTILATERAL TRADING SYSTEM WAS STRESSED 

BY MANY M INISTERS.  THE NEED TO IMPROVE 

DSU PROCEDURES AND MAKE THE SYSTEM MORE 
ACCESSIBLE TO LEAST -DEVELOPED COUNTRIES 

AND SMALL , VULNERABLE ECONOMIES WAS 

STRESSED.  IN THAT REGARD , MANY M INISTERS 

URGED THE COMPLETION OF THE DSU 

NEGOTIATIONS IN 2012. 
  
ACCESSIONS 
 
 THERE WAS WIDE CONVERGENCE ON THE 

IMPORTANCE OF ACCESSIONS TO MAKING THE 

MULTILATERAL TRADING SYSTEM TRULY 
UNIVERSAL .  M INISTERS WELCOMED THE 

ADOPTION OF THE DECISION FURTHER 

STREAMLINING LDCS ACCESSIONS AND URGED 

ITS RAPID OPERATIONALISATION . SOME 
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M INISTERS DREW ATTENTION TO THE 
SUBSTANTIVE AND PROCEDURAL CHALLENGES IN 

THE ACCESSION PROCESS FOR OTHER 

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND URGED 

STREAMLINING OF THESE PROCESSES TOO, 
INCLUDING NOT SUBJECTING ACCEDING 

COUNTRIES TO COMMITM ENTS BEYOND THEIR 
LEVELS OF DEVELOPMENT . 
 
REGIONAL TRADE AGREEMENTS (RTAS) 
 
 A LARGE NUMBER OF M INISTERS POINTED TO 
THE GROWING NUMBER OF RTAS AND STRESSED 

THE NEED TO ENSURE THAT THEY REMAIN 

COMPLEMENTARY TO , NOT A SUBSTITUTE FOR, 
THE MULTILATERAL TRADING SYSTEM .  IN THAT 

REGARD, MANY M INISTERS STRESSED THE NEED 
FOR THE WTO  TO ADDRESS THE SYSTEMIC 

IMPLICATIONS OF RTAS FOR THE 

MULTILATERAL TRADING SYSTEM AND TO STUDY 

TRENDS IN RTAS AND REPORT TO THE NINTH 

M INISTERIAL CONFERENCE.   
 
THE ROLE OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRADE AND 

DEVELOPMENT (CTD) 
 



 WT/MIN(11)/11 
 Page 41 
 
 

  

 THE IMPORTANCE OF THE DEVELOPMENT 
DIMENSION OF THE WTO' S WORK WAS 

HIGHLIGHTED BY A LARGE NUMBER OF 

M INISTERS, MANY OF WHOM STRESSED THE NEED 

TO STRENGTHEN THE CTD AS A FOCAL POINT 

FOR DEVELOPMENT ISSUES.  IN THAT CONTEXT , 
SOME M INISTERS SUGGESTED THE FULL 
OPERATIONALIZATION OF THE CTD' S MANDATE 

INCLUDING THE REVIEW  AND MONITORING OF 

SPECIAL AND DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT 

PROVISIONS IN THE WTO.   OTHERS EXPRESSED 

SUPPORT FOR THE FINALIZATION OF THE S&D 
MONITORING MECHANISM AND THE ADOPTION 

OF ANNEX C OF THE DRAFT CANCÚN TEXT . 
OTHER M INISTERS ALSO SUGGESTED THAT 

CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO 

OUTSTANDING IMPLEMENTATION ISSUES IN LINE 
WITH PARAGRAPH 12 OF THE DOHA 

M INISTERIAL DECLARATION . 
  
FOOD SECURITY 
 
 MANY M INISTERS URGED WTO  MEMBERS 
TO COMMIT TO REMOVE AND NOT TO IMPOSE IN 

THE FUTURE , FOOD EXPORT RESTRICTIONS OR 

EXTRAORDINARY TAXES FOR FOOD PURCHASED 

FOR NON-COMMERCIAL HUMANITARIAN 
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PURPOSES BY THE WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME .  
OTHER M INISTERS STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE 

OF ADDRESSING THE ROOT CAUSES OF FOOD 

INSECURITY AND UNDERLINED THE IMPORTANCE 

OF ALLOWING MEMBERS TO USE THEIR RIGHTS 

UNDER WTO  AGREEMENTS.   
 
  SOME M INISTERS SIGNALLED THEIR 

SUPPORT FOR A PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A 

WORK PROGRAMME ON TRADE -RELATED 

RESPONSES TO MITIGATE THE IMPACT OF FOOD 

MARKET PRICES AND VOLATILITY , ESPECIALLY 
ON LDCS AND NFIDCS, FOR ACTION BY THE 

NINTH M INISTERIAL CONFERENCE.  SEVERAL 

M INISTERS NOTED THAT THE ISSUE OF FOOD 

SECURITY WAS MULTI -FACETED AND NEEDED TO 

BE LOOKED AT IN ITS ENTIRETY , INCLUDING THE 
IMPACT OF EXPORT RESTRICTIONS ON 

INTERNATIONAL PRICES .   
 
AID FOR TRADE AND THE ENHANCED 

INTEGRATED FRAMEWORK .  
 
 THERE WAS BROAD RECOGNITION OF THE 

IMPORTANCE OF AID FOR TRADE TO BUILD 

TRADE CAPACITY AND FACILITATE THE 

INTEGRATION OF BENEFICIARY COUNTRIES INTO 



 WT/MIN(11)/11 
 Page 43 
 
 

  

THE MULTILATERAL TRADING SYSTEM .  THE 
SPECIFIC ROLE OF THE ENHANCED INTEGRATED 

FRAMEWORK FOR LDCS WAS UNDERSCORED.  
SOME M INISTERS CALLED FOR ENSURING THAT 

AID FOR TRADE FUNDING ADDRESSES THE NEED 

OF DEVELOPING COUNTIES , PARTICULARLY THE 

SPECIFIC NEEDS OF SMALL , VULNERABLE 
ECONOMIES AND URGED CO-OPERATION WITH 

OTHER RELEVANT INSTITUTIONS TO THAT 

EFFECT.  THE IMPORTANCE OF THE REGIONAL 

DIMENSION OF AID FOR TRADE AND OF TRADE 

FINANCE WERE ALSO HIGHLIGHTED .   
 
DOHA ROUND NEGOTIATIONS  
 
 MANY M INISTERS EXPRESSED DEEP REGRET 

AT THE IMPASSE CURRENTLY FACING THE DOHA 
ROUND.  THEY NEVERTHELESS REAFFIRMED 

THEIR COMMITMENT TO DELIVERING ON THE 

DOHA MANDATE .   
 
 ON THE WORK AHEAD , WHILE A NUMBER OF 

M INISTERS EMPHASISED THEIR OPENNESS TO 
DIFFERENT NEGOTIATING APPROACHES , SOME 

EXPRESSED STRONG RESERVATIONS ABOUT 

PLURILATERAL APPROACHES .   
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 MANY M INISTERS STRESSED THE NEED FOR 
MEMBERS TO START IDENTIFYING AREAS WHERE 

PROVISIONAL OR DEFINITIVE AGREEMENTS 

COULD BE REACHED IN THE SHORTER TERM .  
OTHERS INDICATED THE NEED TO MOVE STEP BY 

STEP, BOTTOM -UP, TO AVOID REPEATING PAST 

FAILED ATTEMPTS .   
 
 MANY MEMBERS STRESSED THAT ANY 

DIFFERENT APPROACHES IN THE WORK AHEAD 

SHOULD CONFORM TO THE DOHA MANDATE , 
RESPECT THE SINGLE UNDERTAKING , AND BE 
TRULY MULTILATERAL , TRANSPARENT AND 

INCLUSIVE .  
 
 IN LOOKING AT FUTURE WORK , A LARGE 

NUMBER OF M INISTERS STRESSED THE 
CENTRALITY OF DEVELOPMENT .  MANY 

UNDERLINED THE NEED TO GIVE PRIORITY TO 

ISSUES OF INTEREST TO LDCS, INCLUDING 

COTTON .  MANY MENTIONED THE IM PORTANCE 

OF ALL THREE PILLARS IN THE AGRICULTURE 

NEGOTIATIONS .  MANY ALSO MENTIONED TRADE 
FACILITATION , SPECIAL AND DIFFERENTIAL 

TREATMENT , S&D MONITORING MECHANISM 

AND NON-TARIFF MEASURES . 
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 THERE WAS A SHARED SENSE THAT A KEY 
QUESTION TO UNLOCK THE CURRENT IMPASSE IS 

THE BALANCE IN CONTRIBUTIONS AND 

RESPONSIBILITIES BETWEEN EMERGING AND 

ADVANCED ECONOMIES , ALTHOUGH THERE WERE 

DIFFERENT VIEWS AS TO WHAT THE 

APPROPRIATE SHARES IN THIS BALANCE SHOULD 
BE. 
 
 SEVERAL M INISTERS EMPHASIZED THE 

IMPORTANCE OF A TRANSPARENT , INCLUSIVE 

AND BOTTOM -UP APPROACH IN THE W ORK AHEAD 
WHILE OTHERS STRESSED THE NEED TO TAKE 

ACCOUNT OF ALL MEMBERS� VIEWS AND AVOID 

ATTRIBUTING THE VIEW S OF A FEW TO THE 

WHOLE MEMBERSHIP . 
 
______________ 
 
 
 THAT CONCLUDES MY SUM MARY . BEFORE 

MOVING TO CLOSE THE MEETING , I  WOULD LIKE 

TO SAY A FEW WORDS OF APPRECIATION AND 
SHARE SOME PERSONAL REFLECTIONS WITH YOU . 
 
 FIRST OF ALL , MY WARMEST GRATITUDE TO 

ALL THOSE WHO HAVE W ORKED SO HARD TO 
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MAKE THIS CONFERENCE A SUCCESS AGAINST 
CONSIDERABLE ODDS. I  WANT ESPECIALLY TO 

THANK M INISTERS CADIZ , MUSTAPA AND 

SCHNEIDER -AMMAN , WHOSE SKILLS AS VICE-
CHAIRS HAVE MADE A KEY CONTRIBUTION TO 

THE SMOOTH HANDLING OF A BUSY AGENDA .  
THANKS ALSO TO AMBASSADOR AGAH FOR HIS 
SKILFUL MANAGEMENT OF THE PREPARATORY 

PROCESS, DIRECTOR -GENERAL LAMY FOR HIS 

STRONG SUPPORT AND ADVOCACY, AND THE 

WHOLE SECRETARIAT TEAM FOR THEIR 

PROFESSIONALISM AND DEDICATION . MOST OF 
ALL , I  WANT TO THANK YOU , THE M INISTERS, 
FOR YOUR CONSTRUCTIVE AND CO -OPERATIVE 

PARTICIPATION . IN THESE CHALLENGING TIMES 

FOR INTERNATIONAL CO -OPERATION , I  BELIEVE 

WE HAVE SET A GOOD EXAMPLE IN THESE THREE 
DAYS.  
  
 I  SEE THIS M INISTERIAL AS SIGNIFICANT IN 

THREE MAIN WAYS . FIRSTLY , IT HAS PRODUCED 

SOME POSITIVE DECISIONS – THE ACCESSIONS OF 

RUSSIA, MONTENEGRO AND SAMOA IN 
PARTICULAR , BUT ALSO THE GOVERNMENT 

PROCUREMENT AGREEMENT AND THE SEVEN 

DECISIONS WE HAVE JUST ADOPTED . SECONDLY , 
WE HAVE SENT A STRONG COLLECTIVE MESSAGE 



 WT/MIN(11)/11 
 Page 47 
 
 

  

THAT THE WTO  IS MORE THAN EVER IMPORTANT 
TO THE WORLD . AND THIRDLY , WE HAVE SEEN 

CONSTRUCTIVE DIALOGUE AMONG M INISTERS 

WHICH HAS IMPROVED THE WTO' S ATMOSPHERE 

AND OUTLOOK . 
 
 IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT WE DO NOT LET THIS 
IMPROVED POLITICAL MOOD DISSIPATE . I  

BELIEVE THE CONTACTS AMONG M INISTERS 

HERE HAVE CREATED A PROMISING BASIS FOR 

RENEWING THE POLITICAL DIMENSION OF THE 

WTO  IN A LASTING WAY . I  HOPE THAT 
INFORMAL DIALOGUE AM ONG M INISTERS WILL 

CONTINUE ACTIVELY AFTER THIS MEETING , AND I  

COMMIT MYSELF TO DO EVERYTHING I  CAN TO 

ENCOURAGE THAT DIALOGUE . 
 
 
__________ 
 


