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1.- OPINION.-

“¢Después de Doha qué?” Por Rall Ochoa
MERCOSUR ABC / Argentina, 09/08/2007

(...) En el periodo 2001/2007 Brasil ha avanzado claramente en su liderazgo a nivel internacional,
su rol en el G-20, las posiciones asumidas en las reuniones de los grupos G-5, G-6 y G-4; ademas
de su participacion con otros paises emergentes en las reuniones del G-8. Hace pocos dias recibid
la mencién de socio estratégico por parte de la Unién Europea y fue muy importante la presencia
de Lula da Silva en Bruselas con su presentacion sobre biocombustibles, con gran impacto a nivel
internacional. Es un periodo en el que existe una gran presion interna y externa para que Brasil
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se involucre en negociaciones, tanto en el &mbito del Mercosur como en el intrabrasilefio, que se
refleja claramente en la blsqueda de acuerdos sectoriales, como las brasilefias multinacionales
automotrices en la relacion bilateral con la Unidn Europea. Estos sectores tienen la necesidad de
gue ante un post Doha congelado o muerto se retomen las negociaciones con la Unién Europea y
otras bilaterales consideradas importantes, como el retome de acuerdos con México, Canada; el
tema de las terminales brasilefias e indias que comienzan a cruzarse, que exige un acuerdo mas
importante que el existente relacionado con las preferencias fijas, y otros. En Brasil hay temas
externos e internos, declaraciones muy claras de la central FIESP, del Consejo Empresario
recientemente formado entre la Unién Europea y Brasil. Incluso se formé un Consejo Empresario
en ocasion de la visita de George Bush a Brasil para tratar de avanzar decididamente en el campo
de las relaciones comerciales. En los think — tanks brasilefios se estudia el avance decidido en la
liberalizacién comercial atendiendo los intereses de una cantidad de segmentos de Brasil y
teniendo en cuenta el gran peso que tiene hoy en ese pais el Agrobusiness. En lo que se refiere
a Argentina, en el mismo periodo 2001/2005 y en el marco de un Mercosur con problemas
pendientes con las pequefias economias y los nuevos miembros que no completan su proceso de
adhesion, ha sido el de apoyar las posiciones de Brasil, pero en general atender mas a problemas
de orden practico como el suscitado con Bolivia y la energia; suplir algunas falencias energéticas
con recursos venezolanos y atender al avance de los proyectos comerciales de las empresas
argentinas en Venezuela, que también se instalan en Brasil sin que se necesite ningun tipo de
negociacion. El panorama post Doha va a seguir reflejando las presiones internas y externas sobre
Brasil, con una presencia geopolitica que implique vencer barreras por un lado y ampliar la
presencia en el comercio internacional por el otro.

2.- OMC / INTERNACIONAL.-

Commodities surge set to raise food prices
Financial Times / UK, 08/08/2007

Consumers are facing higher food prices as the cost of agricultural commodities surges on what
the industry describes as a ‘perfect storm’ of tight supplies and robust demand. The price
increases come as manufacturers begin to pass on to consumers higher wholesale agricultural
commodities costs following several months of warnings. Chicago wheat rose on Wednesday to
an 11-year high of $6.71 a bushel while European milling wheat rose in Paris to €218.75 a tonne,
the highest since the wheat futures contract was launched 1998. European milk prices have
reached about €5,500 a tonne, an 86 per cent increase since January. In the past five years, milk
prices have risen almost four-fold. Corn, barley, soyabean, coffee and cocoa prices are well
above their averages of the past five years. Meat and poultry prices are also increasing, traders
said. Gregg Engles, chief executive of Dean, the largest US dairy company, said: “It feels like a
perfect storm and it is not over.” Food companies were facing “the most stubbornly inflationary
dairy markets in history”. Danone, the world’s biggest manufacturer of fresh dairy products, began
to raise prices last month to cope with the higher cost of milk and other raw materials. Nestle,
Unilever and Cadbury Schweppes are among others to have lifted prices. Antoine Giscard
d’Estaing, the French group’s chief financial officer, said then that consumers would probably see
prices rise in the shops. Panic buying by some food-importing countries is now also underpinning
prices, particularly on the cereals market, traders said. Middle East and North African countries,
such as Morocco and Egypt, which are dependent on wheat imports, have rushed to boost their
stockpiles. Gavin Maquire of lowa Grain in Chicago said markets were seeing “near-panic” buying
by import-dependent nations. The sharp increases in the cost of food, particularly milk and
cheese, has reignited debate in Europe about the 2003 reform of the common agriculture policy,
which cut support to farmers. Some French politicians, among others, say this contributed to
reduced supplies and the recent price rises. However, analysts said the bulk of the price increases
was the result of rising demand from newly industrialised countries such as China, which are
consuming more high-protein foodstuffs such as meat and dairy products, and tight supplies after
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crops were hit by adverse weather in Australia, the Black Sea basin and Europe. The biofuel
industry’s growing cereal consumption is also pushing up prices.

Arctic ‘last great frontier’ for gas exploration
Financial Times / UK, 10/08/2007

The Arctic Sea region is one of the last great frontiers for oil and gas exploration. But developing its
resources and, crucially, transporting them to consumer markets would be difficult and
costly. Geologists know little about the area compared with other oil and gas provinces. Some of
the surveys, dating from the cold war when US and Soviet submarines played cat-and-mouse in
the area, remain secret even now. Wood Mackenzie, in one of the most detailed studies of the
area, estimates that the Arctic basins, including areas already in production such as the Prudhoe
Bay oilfield in Alaska, contain about 233bn barrels of oil equivalent — a measure that covers both oil
and gas. It believes there are another 166bn boe yet to be found. Adam Sieminski, chief energy
economist at Deutsche Bank in New York, said: “There is a good chance of finding more oil and
gas there. We know already of oil deposits in northern Canada, the Barents Sea near Russia and
Alaska.” The US geological survey plans as soon as next year to assess whether the Arctic region,
as some early studies have indicated, contains up to 25 per cent of the world’s yet-to-be-found oil
and gas reserves. Russia’s attempt to extend its sovereignty up to the North Pole, however, is
seen in the oil industry as a political stunt. Moscow’s exclusive economic zone in the Arctic Sea
already contains giant basins, such as the East Barents Sea, home of the huge Shtokman gas
field. The East Barents Sea alone is expected to contain more than 10bn boe and is the cheapest
to exploit in the region, with production costs of about $20 a barrel, according to calculations by
Wood Mackenzie. In other areas, such as Canada’s Southern Arctic Island, production costs can
be twice as high. The remoteness and extreme climate conditions of some corners of the Arctic
present the energy industry with a technological challenge that would long delay their development,
industry executives said (...).

WTO to umpire row over prawns
The Australian / Australia, 07/08/2007

Thailand will join nine other ASEAN nations to haul Australia before the World Trade Organisation
over tough new restrictions on prawn imports. The group -- which includes China, Vietnam,
Taiwan, Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines -- claims the quarantine requirements announced
last June are a non-tariff barrier to trade, aimed at protecting the $51million local industry from the
$2 billion import industry. The move to take Australia to the WTO disputes panel in Geneva in
October follows last-ditch discussions held yesterday in Canberra between Thai officials and the
Australian regulator Biosecurity Australia. A spokesman for BA confirmed the meeting. "We
explained the new measures," he said. By the end of September all raw prawn imports will be
banned and additional environmental safety tests will be required for prawn cutlets and prawn
meat. According to Thai officials, the requirements are unnecessary, onerous and scientifically
unsound. Bangkok-based shrimp biologist Tim Flegel, with Mahidol University, accompanied the
three Thai officials to the meeting. He said it was "very likely" that Australia would lose the case,
especially as the WTO's World Animal Health Organisation (OIE) was revising its guidelines on
transferable diseases to specifically exclude prawns sold for human consumption from the so-
called "disease-risk pathway". A member of the Thai delegation told The Australian that the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations group was likely to seek compensation for losses. |If
Australia loses the dispute, it may face compensation payments of $500 million for every year the
restrictions last, according to an estimate by Harry Peters, president of the Seafood Importers
Association of Australia, an industry body whose 40 members handle about 80 per cent of seafood
imports (...).
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3.- ASIA/ PACIFICO.-

Indonesia-China trade spat
Jakarta Post / Indonesia, 10/08/2007

Cool heads should reign in China and Indonesia in resolving their trade dispute, which seems to
have been triggered by differences of views regarding procedures for the scrutiny of the safety of
imported consumer goods. Indonesia decided late last month to ban candies and some cosmetics
from China after laboratory tests by the Food and Drug Monitoring Body found those products
contained formaldehyde and other dangerous substances. We could not help but smell retaliation
when China suddenly announced on the Web site of its General Administration of Quality
Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine last Friday that it had temporarily prohibited the distribution
of fish and shellfish imported from Indonesia, claiming that its quarantine inspectors had found
mercury and cadmium in them. As if not disturbed by the seeming retaliation, Indonesia
announced early this week an additional list of 26 cosmetic products from China, Taiwan, South
Korea, Thailand and the Philippines that were banned from entering the local market. The
exchanges between the two countries resembled disputes between Beijing and Washington. China
has faced a string of product safety problems in the American market, ranging from contaminated
pet food to toothpaste laced with industrial chemicals. U.S toy-makers have recalled more than one
million toys made in China this year, after discovering they were coated in lead paint (...).

Govt changes sugar subsidy structure
Business Standard / India, 10/08/2007

Under pressure from various sugar exporting countries for providing a direct subsidy to assist
export of sugar, which does not comply with WTO norms, the government has changed its subsidy
structure on sugar exports that was announced in March. The government had earlier announced
that all sugar exports (barring those under advance licence scheme) and including raw sugar done
between the period from 19 April, 2007 and 18 April, 2008 would be eligible for transport subsidy at
a flat rate of Rs 1,350 per tonne for mills located in coastal states and Rs 1,450 per tonne for mills
in non-coastal areas. However, amending the earlier structure, it has now been decided that
subsidy on exports made by road or rail that does not involve movement by sea or ocean, will be
made on the basis of actual expenditure incurred. If the actual expenditure is higher than Rs 1,350-
1,450 only then the latter will be reimbursed. And only those exports that are done through sea or
ocean will be eligible for a fixed subsidy at a rate of Rs 1,350-1,450 per tonne. “Countries like
Thailand and Australia, which have also seen a bumper domestic sugar production this year and
were losing certain export contracts, have been sending representations to the Indian government
to rework the subsidy structure in accordance with WTO norms. Their argument was that exports to
neighbouring through road or rail would be much cheaper than the subsidy and such exports would
get an undue advantage,” said an industry source.

China attacks GE turbine standards
Financial Times / UK, 09/08/2007

China charged on Thursday that imported gas turbines made by General Electric, the US industrial
institution known for its exacting manufacturing standards, had “big safety and quality
problems”. Officials at the General Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and
Quarantine, which polices imports, said at a press conference in Beijing that repairs had been
needed on GE turbines imported before May 2006. The agency’'s complaints coincided with
increasing tensions, and tentative co-operation, between Washington and Beijing over complaints
from the US and Europe about potentially harmful Chinese imports. The complaints have centred
on the quality, safety and hygiene of Chinese products ranging from fish to children’s toys, with the
import of some products being blocked and others recalled by manufacturers. An official at the
quality agency, who declined to be identified, denied that the criticism of GE was politically driven to
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counter complaints about Chinese products from the US. The agency said some of the 24 GE
turbines “had caused several big accidents, which not only have brought serious economic loss to
their users, but also threatened the safety of electricity grid and supply”. GE had repaired some
generators but the problems had persisted this year, the agency said. In a statement, GE said
there had been three forced outages at the Baochang power plant in Shenzhen within the last 14
months, all of which were addressed by GE working with the customer, and that the units involved
were back in service (...).

4.- AMERICA CENTRAL / ANDINOS.-

CAN Yy UE iniciaran primeraronda de negociaciones el 17 de septiembre en Colombia
Expreso / Pert, 09/08/2007

La primera ronda de negociaciones entre la Comunidad Andina (CAN) y la Unién Europea (UE)
para lograr un Acuerdo de Asociacién, que incluya el libre comercio entre las dos regiones, se
celebrard entre el 17 y el 20 de septiembre en Colombia. El consejero y jefe de la seccién de
Asuntos Politicos y Comerciales de la Delegacion de la Comision Europea en Per(, Francisco
Acosta, calculé que las negociaciones para el Acuerdo de Asociacion duraran alrededor de dos
afios y su ratificacion al menos tres afios mas. "Normalmente lo que se establece en los acuerdos
de asociacion es que hay una entrada en vigor provisional de una parte de un acuerdo a la espera
de la entrada de vigor completa del acuerdo", subrayd Acosta, al referirse a "los mecanismos mas
ligeros" del aspecto comercial del convenio.

Colombia: Se firma el TLC con centroamericanos
El Pais / Colombia, 08/08/2007

Colombia y los paises del denominado Triangulo Norte de Centroamérica (El Salvador, Guatemala
y Honduras), firmaran mafana en Medellin el Tratado de Libre Comercio, nhegociado por los cuatro
paises en un proceso que comenzo en junio de 2006 y concluy6é en marzo del presente afio. La
firma del acuerdo comercial se hara en la sede de la Gobernaciéon de Antioquia y contara con la
asistencia del presidente Alvaro Uribe Vélez, y de sus homdlogos de los tres paises
centroamericanos, Elias Antonio Saca Gonzalez, de El Salvador; Oscar Berger Perdomo, de
Guatemala; y José Manuel Zelaya Rosales, de Honduras. Los temas agricolas fueron los mas
sensibles de la negociacion, por lo cual los cuatro paises decidieron hacer un acuerdo por etapas,
incorporando primero productos de mayor interés y menor sensibilidad para las partes, y
suscribiendo una 'Clausula Evolutiva', que permite que en etapas posteriores se vayan incluyendo
los productos restantes.

Ingreso de Ecuador al ALBA esta en estudio
El Comercio / Ecuador, 10/08/2007

Rafael Correa condicion6 ayer el ingreso a la Alternativa Bolivariana para las Américas (Alba), a
cambio de que Venezuela retorne a la Comunidad Andina (CAN). Al ser consultado sobre la
posibilidad de que el Ecuador se una a ese espacio de integracion formado por Venezuela, Cuba,
Bolivia y Nicaragua, Correa reveld que ese fue un tema de conversacion durante su encuentro con
Hugo Chavez. "Hemos conversado con el presidente Chavez y le he dicho: tl regresas a la CAN y
con muchos gusto enseguida entraremos a la Alba". En ese sentido, Correa aclar6 que mas alla
de la decision de Venezuela de retornar o no a la CAN, su gobierno analiza la sumatoria al Alba
"para en un futuro cercano ver la posibilidad de que el Ecuador se integre". De inmediato, Chavez
respondié a la propuesta ecuatoriana. Dijo que "no es imposible" que Venezuela retorne a la CAN,
gue abandond en abril del afio pasado a raiz de que Colombia y Perl suscribieron sendos tratados
de libre comercio con EE.UU. Sin embargo, el Mandatario venezolano fij6 dos condiciones para
analizar un posible reingreso a la CAN. En primer lugar, que los gobiernos de Bogota y Lima
"congelen” o "anulen” los tratados de comercio que suscribieron con Washington y que estan a la
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espera de la ratificacion del Congreso estadounidense. La segunda condicion es que el presidente
colombiano, Alvaro Uribe, quien dirige actualmente la CAN, convoque a una reunion de
presidentes "para que a puerta cerrada" se analicen los efectos que esos acuerdos comerciales
han traido a la subregion.

Ecuador tomé la delantera en uso del Atpdea
Portafolio / Ecuador, 08/08/2007

El liderazgo que mantuvo Colombia durante mas de una década en las exportaciones andinas
libres de arancel con destino a Estados Unidos, acaba de llegar a su fin, de acuerdo con cifras
consolidadas entregadas por el Departamento de Comercio de este pais. Segun dicho reporte, las
exportaciones cubiertas bajo el Atpdea, alcanzaron un valor de 13.484 millones de ddlares el afio
pasado, dentro de un total de compras de Estados Unidos a esa region por 22.500 millones de
dolares. Las exportaciones ecuatorianas que se benefician de las preferencias andinas,
ascendieron efectivamente en el 2006 a un valor de 5.325 millones de dolares, presentando un
incremento del 21 por ciento. En segundo lugar se colocd Colombia con 4.791 millones de dolares,
con un aumento del 3 por ciento. Le siguié Perl con ventas por 3.201 millones de délares y un
incremento del 40 por ciento y finalmente, Bolivia con exportaciones por un total de 166 millones
de délares y un aumento del 5 por ciento, con relacién al 2005. De acuerdo con el informe, el
principal renglon de las ventas beneficiadas por Atpdea lo constituy6 el petréleo y sus derivados,
con exportaciones de mas de 10.000 millones de ddlares.

Ecuador no permite ingreso de ciertas exportaciones peruanas
La Republica / Pert, 06/08/2007

Pese a que existe un compromiso asumido por el Ecuador de lograr un comercio bilateral mas
fluido y sin restricciones, las autoridades de dicho pais aun no permiten el ingreso de la carne de
cerdo peruana y de alimentos balanceados, advirtié la Camara de Comercio e Integracion Peruano
Ecuatoriana (Capecua). En base a ese compromiso, el 29 de junio pasado el Consejo de Comercio
Exterior e Inversiones (Comexi) de Ecuador eliminé las licencias previas de importacién. De esta
manera se permitiria el ingreso sin restricciones de las exportaciones de carne de cerdo y de
alimentos balanceados.

5.- CONO SUR.-

Nicaragua expresa interés en ingresar al Mercosur
AFP / Nicaragua, 09/08/2007

El presidente de Nicaragua, Daniel Ortega, declaré su interés en adherirse al Mercosur, al recibir
este miércoles al presidente brasilefio Luiz Inacio Lula Da Silva. "Estamos interesados en que
Nicaragua se incorpore también al Mercosur (...) como parte del esfuerzo de seguir fortaleciendo
los diferentes esfuerzos por la integracién de los pueblos latinoamericanos", declar6 Ortega
durante la visita del presidente de Brasil. La iniciativa fue plasmada en un comunicado conjunto
suscrito al término de la visita de 24 horas del mandatario brasilefio.

Venezuelay Argentina suscriben Tratado de Seguridad Energética
ABN / Venezuela, 08/08/2007

Venezuela y Argentina firmaron un Tratado de Seguridad Energética (TSE), a fin de establecer
medidas para consolidar la transferencia y cooperacién entre ambos paises. Asi lo informo el
presidente de la Republica Bolivariana de Venezuela, Hugo Chavez Frias, en rueda de prensa
ofrecida desde la ciudad de Buenos Aires, Argentina. En tal sentido, el Jefe de Estado venezolano
especificé que «este tratado, mientras arranca el gasoducto del Sur, responde al acuerdo que
nosotros llegamos sobre comenzar una planta de regasificacion para la vida».
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Grupo definira politica de autos
El Pais / Uruguay, 06/08/2007

En un encuentro entre delegaciones oficiales del Mercosur y empresarios autopartistas y de las
armadoras de vehiculos de los paises que integran el bloque en Brasil se resolvid la creaciéon de
un grupo ejecutivo de trabajo para llevar adelante un proyecto de complementacion automotriz y
definir una Politica Automotriz del Mercosur (PAM), dijo el empresario autopartista Eduardo
Panasco. En la reunién, que se llevo a cabo el lunes y martes pasado en San Pablo, también se
resolvi6 que ese grupo "debera impulsar mecanismos particulares para la generacién de
inversiones directas.

Brasil negocia aumento de exportagdes ao México
O Globo / Brasil, 09/08/2007

O Brasil quer abocanhar uma fatia dos cerca de US$7 bilhdes que o México importa de carnes,
lacteos e arroz oriundos de paises que ndo fazem parte do Nafta (acordo de livre comércio da
América do Norte). Para atingir esse objetivo, comegou a negociar oficialmente com 0os mexicanos
a abertura do mercado para produtos brasileiros que hoje enfrentam barreiras para entrar naquele
pais. O pontapé inicial foi dado no inicio da semana, durante a visita do presidente Lula ao México.
Segundo o ministro da Agricultura, Reinhold Stephanes, o pais importa em torno de US$18 bilhdes
por ano mas compra do Brasil apenas US$300 milhdes. Do total importado, US$11 bilhGes vao
preferencialmente para os demais sécios do Nafta: os EUA e o Canada. - Pedimos a libera¢do das
compras de carne suina, arroz com casca, frango mecanicamente desossado e produtos lacteos,
principalmente leite condensado, leite em po e queijos - disse Stephanes.

Lula propone un TLC entre Centroaméricay el Mercosur
El Deber / Bolivia, 08/08/2007

El presidente de Brasil, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, abog6 ayer en Honduras por la apertura de
negociaciones para la firma de un Tratado de Libre Comercio (TLC) entre Centroamérica y el
Mercosur. "Debemos tener en el horizonte la negociacién de un TLC entre el SICA (Sistema de la
Integracién Centroamericana) y el Mercosur", dijo Lula. Subrayé: "Un acuerdo de comercio, que
respete las asimetrias de las economias de los paises, contribuird a abrir mercados para
economias como la de Honduras". ElI SICA esta compuesto por Guatemala, El Salvador,
Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama y Belice, y Rep. Dominicana como asociado. Lula, que
estuvo ayer por unas horas en Tegucigalpa, firmd seis acuerdos de cooperacién con su homoélogo
hondurefio, Manuel Zelaya, en el marco de una breve visita a Honduras como parte de una gira
regional.
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