Latin American Trade Network AF!O _5, No. 220
20 de julio de 2007

Buenos Aires, Argentina

La Red Latinoamericana de Politica Comercial

LATN
SELECCION DE NOTICIAS COMERCIO NEWS REVIEW
INTERNACIONAL Y NEGOCIACIONES INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND
COMERCIALES NEGOTIATIONS
Un insumo de la Red Latinoamericana de A contribution of the Latin American Trade
Politica Comercial (LATN) de Network (LATN) at FLACSO/Argentina, with
FLACSO/Argentina con el apoyo de IDRC the support of the International Development
(International Development Research Centre). Research Centre (IDRC).
1.- OPINION.-

“¢, Proteccionismo demécrata?” por Andrés Espinosa Fenwarth

2.- OMC / INTERNACIONAL.-
WTO NAMA negotiations unsatisfactory
Brasil, India y Sudéafrica reinician dialogo tripartito
US rejects WTO formula on farm subsidy
US seeking talks with China over music content review rules
EU suspends WTO complaint against India
New Danish strategy targets free trade with emerging markets in Asia

3.- ASIA / PACIFICO.-
S. Korea, EU have differences over automobiles in free trade talks
GCC-India FTA to be a reality soon
India-Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce & Industry to be launched

4.- AMERICA CENTRAL / ANDINOS.-
Costa Rica's referendum on CAFTA
Panamé&: OMC prorroga subsidios a exportaciones hasta 2015
CA-UE: Se crea una mesa de asimetria
Ecuador alista plan de reforma arancelaria
Peru: Negociacion de TLC con Canada culminaria en marzo del 2008

5.- CONO SUR.-
UE pressiona Mercosul a mudar proposta de abertura industrial
Brasil dice que represas podrian afectar a Bolivia
Bolivia: Presidente anuncia nacionalizacion de ferrocarriles
Uruguay: Buenos indicios por el acuerdo automotor con Brasil
Canada y Chile revisaran hoy la ampliacion del TLC

1.- OPINION.-

“¢Proteccionismo demécrata?” por Andrés Espinosa Fenwarth
Portafolio / Colombia, 18/07/2007

En los corredores del poder en Washington se especula que el Partido Demdcrata ha girado
inexorablemente el timon de la historia de Estados Unidos hacia un mayor proteccionismo
comercial. Los hechos de los Ultimos seis meses parecieran soportar esta tesis, lo que pondria fin
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al modelo de liberalizacion competitiva adelantado mediante negociaciones comerciales,
bilaterales y multilaterales, de la administracion Bush. Quizas el punto culminante de este proceso
se aprecia en la declaracion conjunta del 29 de junio de Nancy Pelosi, lider de la Camara de
Representantes, Charles Rangel, presidente del Comité de Medios y Arbitrios, y Sander Levin,
presidente del subcomité de Comercio. En esta comunicacion, los lideres demdcratas le notificaron
al Ejecutivo norteamericano que la renovaciéon de la autoridad para negociar acuerdos
comerciales, que vencia el primero de julio, no estaba entre sus prioridades legislativas, y que a
partir de entonces retomaban sus facultades constitucionales de politica comercial. La agenda de
politica comercial de la administracién Bush llega asi al final del camino, al igual que la autoridad
negociadora prevista en la Ley de Comercio del 2002, conocida como 'la via rapida’ por sus
facultades expresas de aprobacién sin enmiendas. Para el Congreso de mayoria demdcrata (con
un nivel de popularidad del 14 por ciento, el mas bajo desde que Gallup desarrolla esta medicién
en 1973), las prioridades ahora son distintas: corregir el enorme déficit comercial con China,
fortalecer las leyes comerciales y proteger los derechos de los trabajadores, con el propdsito de
"expandir los beneficios de la globalizacién entre todos los norteamericanos”. No se vislumbran
nuevas negociaciones comerciales; si acaso, una revision, e incluso una eventual renegociacion
de los acuerdos comerciales vigentes como Nafta y Cafta. Como lo menciona recientemente
Inside U.S. Trade de Washington, los lideres demdécratas estan bajo enorme presion por parte de
los sindicatos norteamericanos del AFL-CIO (American Federation of Labor and Congress of
Industrial Organizations), quienes, segun parece, han pasado la factura por el decisivo apoyo
electoral que los llevé a conseguir una indiscutible e histérica mayoria en el Congreso de Estados
Unidos en las elecciones de noviembre 7 del 2006. La AFL-CIO (Federacién que engloba
cincuenta y cinco sindicatos nacionales e internacionales con diez millones de afiliados) aparece
como fuente inagotable de inspiracién de los demdcratas en politica comercial. Para comprobar lo
anterior, basta mencionar que el presidente de la AFL-CIO, John Sweeney, proclamé el 11 de
mayo que se "oponia vigorosamente a la renovacién de la autoridad de negociacion de la via
rapida". Siete semanas después, estas facultades, que el Congreso le concede temporalmente al
Presidente de Estados Unidos, se hundieron fatalmente. Sweeney de la AFL-CIO advirtid
igualmente que "se oponia vigorosamente a los acuerdos de Colombia y de Corea del Sur". Siete
semanas después, los lideres del Congreso de Estados Unidos nos comunicaban que "no podian
apoyar el TLC con Colombia en este momento". En el caso de Corea del Sur, la declaracién de los
demdcratas fue ain mas desesperanzadora: anunciaron que no podian apoyar este TLC "como
estaba actualmente negociado”. El TLC con Peru fue considerado por los demdcratas como "un
logro histérico de politica comercial". Sin embargo, ahora le exigen no solo la aprobacion en el
Congreso peruano del protocolo de enmiendas acordadas en materia laboral, medio ambiental y
de propiedad intelectual, sino la implementacion interna de los cambios negociados antes de
proceder a su consideracion en el Congreso norteamericano. Esta nueva pretension, que no tiene
antecedente histérico alguno, abre un nuevo frente de preocupacion para los TLC de Colombia y
Panama que sera necesario contemplar y oportunamente resolver.

2.- OMC / INTERNACIONAL.-

WTO NAMA negotiations unsatisfactory
Fibre / India, 20/07/2007

The International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) has been sharply critical of new proposals in
world trade talks on manufactured goods. The new modalities, put on the table yesterday at the
World Trade Organisation (WTQO) by the chair of the "NAMA" negotiations, ignore the numerous
concerns that the ITUC and many of its affiliates have expressed on NAMA over the past couple of
years. "We cannot support a trade deal that systematically ignores the interests of workers
worldwide and undermines the developmental needs of developing countries”, says Guy Ryder,
General Secretary of the ITUC. "We need to see a balanced outcome of the negotiations that
advances development in developing countries, whereas this proposal will simply aggravate
existing imbalances." The proposals for a "coefficient" for developing countries of between 19 and
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23 will have serious impacts on employment and industrial development in a large number of
developing countries at a moment when the creation of decent work poses a major challenge. A
coefficient of around 20 will lead to average tariff cuts of around 60% for developing countries and
will bring maximum tariff levels for all tariff lines down to levels of around 12%, a level so low as to
undermine prospects for industrialisation and diversification in many developing country
economies. Previous simulations by the ITUC have shown that such low coefficients will lead to
substantial cuts in applied tariff rates in developing countries that will further increase already high
unemployment and underemployment levels.

Brasil, India y Sudafrica reinician dialogo tripartito
AFP / India, 17/07/2007

Brasil, India y Sudafrica reiniciaran el martes sus conversaciones para analizar el progreso de la
cooperacion entre los tres paises, que han emergido como portavoces del mundo en desarrollo,
informaron este lunes autoridades. "La reunion de los ministros de Relaciones Exteriores es
también un preludio de una cita tripartita prevista para octubre en Sudafrica", afirmo a la AFP un
responsable de la oficina del primer ministro de India, Manmohan Singh. El ministro de Relaciones
Exteriores indio, Pranab Mukherjee, participara en la reunion junto a sus homélogos de Brasil,
Celso Amorim, y de Sudafrica, Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, declaré el portavoz de India, Navtej
Sarna.

US rejects WTO formula on farm subsidy
Economic Times / India, 20/07/2007

Slashing US farm subsidies to $13 billion a year is “unacceptable,” a Bush administration official
said on Wednesday, arguing that prescriptions in a new framework for world trade talks could rob
farmers of a buffer to weather changes in crop prices. Lead negotiators in Geneva on Tuesday put
forward a new compromise framework they hoped would push the beleaguered Doha round closer
to an agreement after almost six years. The plan from Crawford Falconer, who chairs World Trade
Organisation agriculture negotiations, would reduce the ceiling for overall US trade-distorting
subsidies by 66% to 73%, to between $13 hillion and $16.4 billion a year. “We've been clear that
that's an unacceptable number for us,” an administration official, speaking on condition of
anonymity, said of a $13-billion ceiling. He said capping trade-distorting subsidy spending at $13
billion would not give the US any margin to assist farmers if commodity prices, currently at record
highs for corn and other crops, softened in the future. The US spent approximately $12 billion on
those subsidies in the past few years, but the spending was as much as the high teens as recently
as 2005 (...).

US seeking talks with China over music content review rules
Forbes / USA, 20/07/2007

The US is hoping to meet with China over mainland regulations covering music distribution, which
Washington says hinder the operations of foreign music providers, the South China Morning Post
reported, citing Stephen Norton, a spokesman for the Office of the US Trade
Representative. 'Music from foreign sources needs to undergo content review before being
distributed in the mainland. Chinese music doesn't have to face that process. The review delays
Chinese Internet providers and consumers from accessing foreign music," Norton said. The US
plans to make the issue part of an ongoing WTO-based complaint over restrictions on the sale of
US movies, music and books, the Hong Kong newspaper added.

EU suspends WTO complaint against India
International Business Times / USA, 20/07/2007

The European Union has temporarily suspended its World Trade Organisation (WTO) complaint
against India over the latters duties levied against European wine and spirit imports. "The EU
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welcomes the Indian decision to respond to EU pressure by repealing these discriminatory duties,"
Peter Power, spokesman for EU Trade Commissioner Peter Mandelson, said on Monday,
announcing the panel suspension. "EU wines and spirits exporters deserve a level playing field in
India. This decision brings us closer to that goal,” the spokesman said. The EU move to drop the
WTO complaint comes two weeks after India announced that it was revoking the additional duties it
charged on wine and spirits, up to 550 percent in some cases. The United States and EU had
brought the claims to the Geneva-based trade referee. EU officials, however, said it regretted that
India was raising its basic duty on wines to 150 percent from 100 percent, which is still within the
country's WTO limits. India's import duty on liquors, which also reaches as high as 150 percent,
remains unchanged. It said it would continue to monitor the situation in case new forms of illegal
discrimination are introduced. India is one of the world's largest markets for alcohol with a huge
potential for growth, but imports account for a meager share of total consumption. Brussels and
Washington complained that the tariffs represented unfair trade barriers keeping foreign countries
from competing in India's market. Meanwhile, the United States said it was continuing with its
separate WTO probe (...).

New Danish strategy targets free trade with emerging markets in Asia
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark / Dinamarca, 20/07/2007

A new trade policy strategy from the Government of Denmark aims at supporting international trade
liberalisation and harvesting the benefits of globalisation. While trade liberalisation within the
multilateral trade system in WTO remains the first priority, Denmark will support ambitious EU
bilateral and regional free trade and investment agreements — especially with new growth markets
in Asia. The strategy called “An Assertive Trade Policy Strategy - Danish Trade Policy in a
Globalised World” has been prepared to identify and dismantle the trade barriers encountered by
Danish companies, especially on growth markets. At the same time Denmark wants to contribute to
ensuring that trade liberalisation shows consideration for developing countries and upholds high
environmental and social standards. Gaining a share of future growth in emerging markets like
Vietnam for Danish companies is singled out as one of the targets in the strategy, e.g. through
strengthening local advice to Danish companies operating in these markets. An ambitious
approach to EU hilateral and regional free trade agreements (FTAs) with the new growth markets is
another target. Here, ASEAN is of specific interest and Denmark fully supports the negotiations for
an EU-ASEAN FTA that were started this week in Vietham. As part of the strategy the Government
of Denmark will launch a special effort to help Danish companies to maintain and increasingly take
advantage of Denmark’s leading global position regarding Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR).
CSR has increasingly become a global market requirement and many Danish companies are
renown for their voluntary strategic work with social, ethical and environmental issues. In emerging
markets CSR is still a relatively new phenomenon, but Denmark wants to make use of and support
the growing interest for this topic in countries like Vietham. The strategy published on 27 June
2007 is an offspring of the work carried out by the Danish Globalisation Council, whose task was to
advise the government on a strategy for developing Denmark into a leading society for growth,
knowledge and entrepreneurship. The aim was to ensure that Denmark continues to rank among
the best in the global economy. An executive English summary of the strategy can be downloaded
on this page. The summary consists of the foreword and the first two sections of the strategy
serving as an executive summary containing the crux of the full report.

3.- ASIA/ PACIFICO.-

S. Korea, EU have differences over automobiles in free trade talks
The Hankyoreh / Corea del Sur, 17/07/2007

South Korea and the European Union are struggling to narrow differences on tariffs and safety

regulations on automobile trade as they try to forge an ambitious free trade agreement, a top South
Korean negotiator said Tuesday. "Now, we're going through the EU’s proposed tariff reductions on
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cars, but we need more time to decide our stance," Deputy Trade Minister Kim Han-soo said on the
second day of the two sides’ second round of free trade negotiations since May. "The EU considers
the automobile sector as one of the most important issues.” South Korea is being asked to quickly
open its auto and auto parts markets, which the 27-nation EU believes have kept out European
cars. However, the South Korean government has maintained a conservative stance on the
automobile sector because it could potentially result in bigger losses for its auto industry. The EU
asked South Korea to phase out its 8 percent tariff on auto imports within three years, while Seoul
proposed to phase out the tariff within seven years, according to an official at the South Korean
delegation, who asked not to be named, citing the sensitivity of negotiations. Last year, South
Korea sold some 740,000 cars, worth US$9.1 billion, in Europe, while European automakers sold
about 15,000 vehicles, worth $1.6 billion, in South Korea, according to data by the South Korean
government. The EU’s average tariff on car imports is 10 percent (...).

GCC-India FTA to be a reality soon
Bahrain Tribune / Bahrain, 17/07/2007

The Indian Ambassador in Bahrain, Balkrishna Shetty, said the much-awaited Free Trade
Agreement between the six-nation GCC and India would soon become a reality with the
negotiations reaching the final stage. "Negotiations will be completed by the yearend and the
signing of the final agreement could be sometime early next year," he told Bahrain Tribune. The
proposal has been pending from the year 2004 when the Framework Agreement on Economic
Cooperation between India and GCC countries was signed but did not make much headway
thereafter even as scepticism mounted. India is the second largest trading partner for GCC after
the US. The ambitious FTA is expected to give a new impetus to the $25 billion two-way non-oil
trade and also open up new vistas, with the partnering nations enjoying unprecedented economic
growth, a golden period of sorts, and global business houses queuing up for cornering a large pie
of their success. As a group, the GCC is India’s second largest trading partner and the largest
single origin of imports into India and the second largest destination for exports from India. Bilateral
trade rose to nearly $25 billion in 2006, excluding energy imports by India worth approximately
another $22 billion. In fact it registered a more than four-fold rise from $5.55 billion in 2000-01 to
$23.42 billion in 2005-06, the period marked by buoyancy in exports and imports. India is also
projected to emerge as the fourth largest consumer of energy after the US, China and Japan by
2010 (...).

India-Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce & Industry to be launched
Financial Express / India, 20/07/2007

The Minister of State for Commerce Shri Jairam Ramesh is visiting Dhaka on July 22, 2007 to be
present at the launch of the India-Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce & Industry by Dr. lajuddin
Ahmed, President of Bangladesh. This Chamber is being launched by the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce & Industry and the Federation of Indian Chamber of
Commerce & Industry to provide a high-level forum for accelerating economic partnerships
between the two countries. Dr. Mirza Azizul Islam, the Advisor for Finance, Planning and
Commerce of the caretaker government will also be present at the inaugural ceremony. During the
visit, Shri Jairam Ramesh will meet with prominent members of the business community and think-
tanks and also have separate meetings with Dr. Mirza Azizul Islam and with Major General (Retd)
M.A. Matin, the Adviser for Communications, Shipping, Civil Aviation & Tourism. Apart from several
other issues pertaining to trade and investment relations between the two countries, the issue of
trade balance is likely to figure in the discussions. India’s exports to Bangladesh during Apr 2006-
Feb 2007, were $ 1.5 billion and imports from Bangladesh were $ 205 million. Bangladesh has
expressed concern at this deficit and has also been pointing out what it feels are unfair non-tariff
barriers to its exports to India. Shri Ramesh is also expected to take up proposals submitted by
India for improving connectivity and access (...).
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4.- AMERICA CENTRAL / ANDINOS.-

Costa Rica's referendum on CAFTA
The Economist / UK, 13/07/2007

He won't even need to change his slogan. Oscar Arias narrowly won election as president last year
under the bland banner of “Costa Rica, Si!” That embraced the main issue of the campaign: a free-
trade agreement with the United States encompassing Central America and the Dominican
Republic, and known as DR-CAFTA. Mr Arias championed this, but his chief rival, Ottén Solis, who
lost by just 18,169 votes, opposed it. Having faced filibustering in Congress, Mr Arias wants a
referendum to ratify DR-CAFTA. Now the country's courts have given the go-ahead. The
referendum will be held on October 7th and Mr Arias is campaigning again: “I am the face of ‘Si’,”
he says. Costa Rica is the only signatory country not to have ratified the trade accord, which has
come into force elsewhere in Central America. The referendum will be very close fought. Opinion
polls give the “Si” camp a narrow lead, but many respondents are undecided. Opposition to the
trade deal is multi-faceted. Part of it stems simply from dislike of George Bush's United States. But
some of the agreement's provisions are controversial. Unions oppose a requirement to open up to
competition the country's telecommunications and insurance industries, both of which are state
monopolies. Mr Solis, a minister in Mr Arias's previous government in the 1980s, insists that he is
both pro-American and not against free trade. But he says that DR-CAFTA would encroach on
national sovereignty. The state telecoms monopoly may be inefficient, but its charges are low; he
fears that private telecoms firms will be poorly regulated. Nearly all Costa Rica's exports to the
United States already enter tariff-free under the Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI). Backers of the
new trade agreement retort that the CBI depends on the whim of the American government and
can be rescinded at any time (...).

Panama: OMC prorroga subsidios a exportaciones hasta 2015
ADN Mundo / Argentina, 17/07/2007

Panama logré una nueva prérroga de la Organizacion Mundial de Comercio (OMC) que extiende
hasta 2015 la vigencia de las subvenciones a la exportacion y beneficia a otros 18 paises. La
prorroga por ocho afios mas de la vigencia de las subvenciones a la exportacién generara
estabilidad para mas de 20,000 empleos en el sector exportador. Este beneficio concedido a
Panama se extiende hasta finales del afio 2015, fecha en la que se deberan reemplazar los
subsidios a la exportacion. ElI ministro panamefio de Comercio e Industrias, Alejandro Ferrer,
manifestdé su complacencia por la decisién adoptada en el seno de la OMC e indic6 que “esta
decision representa la tranquilidad para mas de 270 empresas y mas de 20,000 trabajadores”.
Ferrer indicé que esto es asi “ya que desde ahora se mantendran vigentes y por espacio de 8 afios
mas los beneficios e incentivos permitidos a las empresas establecidas en las zonas procesadoras
y aquellas inscritas ante el registro industrial”. “El beneficio practico es que hemos generado
el espacio que necesitamos, para que en coordinaciéon con nuestro sector privado desarrollemos
programas de competitividad de gran impacto que aseguren la estabilidad de dichas empresas y
de todo el sector industrial local exportador, en el marco de una moderna ley de incentivos a
la industria”, subrayo (...).

CA-UE: Se crea una mesa de asimetria
La Prensa / Bolivia, 18/07/2007

En la negociacion para firmar un acuerdo de asociacion, a pedido de Bolivia, la Unién Europea
(UE) acept6 ayer la creacién de una mesa especial para debatir las asimetrias entre los miembros
de ese bloque y de los paises de la Comunidad Andina (CAN). En un comunicado, la Cancilleria
de la Republica informo ayer que ése fue el resultado del didlogo en el que se logré establecer un
documento de "Modalidades de Negociacion". Las negociaciones bilaterales empezaran en
septiembre. Para Bolivia son puntos susceptibles las inversiones, propiedad intelectual y las
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compras nacionales. Otros paises de la CAN los aceptan. "Como sustento del tratamiento especial
a Bolivia y de manera inusual en este tipo de negociaciones, se ha creado la "Mesa de Asimetrias
y Trato Especial y Diferenciado” a solicitud de Bolivia como parte de las 14 mesas de negociacion
gue se acordaron en Bruselas". El viceministro de Relaciones Economicas Internacionales, Pablo
Guzman, representd a Bolivia en la reunion realizada en la sede de la UE, en Bruselas, donde
también asistieron sus similares de Colombia, Ecuador y Perd. Todos se entrevistaron con altas
autoridades de la Comision Europea (CE).

Ecuador alista plan de reforma arancelaria
Hoy / Ecuador, 18/07/2007

Durante el andlisis de La politica de Fomento Productivo y Competitivo, desarrollada ayer, en el
Bankers Club de Guayaquil, el Ministerio de Industrias y Competitividad anuncié que en los
proximos dias presentara la Propuesta Integral de Reformas Arancelarias. Todo, segun el ministro
del ramo, Raul Sagasti, luego de que la Comunidad Andina (CAN) aprobé la decisidon 669, que
permite a sus paises miembros introducir modificaciones arancelarias, que regira entre el 1.° de
agosto y el 31 de enero de 2008. "El Ecuador queda en libertad para definir su propia politica
arancelaria que responda a los intereses nacionales”, dijo. Entre los intereses estaria favorecer la
competitividad y eficiencia de la produccién nacional. En el pais ya se habria consultado a cerca
de 50 representantes de camaras, asociaciones y gremios, lo que ha permitido identificar las
prioridades de modificacion de los niveles arancelarios, en concordancia con la politica econémica
nacional.

Perd: Negociacién de TLC con Canada culminaria en marzo del 2008
Andina / Pera, 17/07/2007

Las negociaciones entre Per(i y Canada para suscribir un Tratado de Libre Comercio (TLC)
podrian acelerarse y culminar luego de cuatro rondas en marzo del 2008, estimd hoy la ministra de
Comercio Exterior y Turismo, Mercedes Ardoz. Inicialmente se tenia previsto realizar seis rondas
de negociacién, pero podria acelerarse, dependiendo de los avances en cada tema, ya que existe
voluntad de ambos paises de tener un proceso Aagil, afirmé. "Con seis rondas estariamos
culminando a mediados del 2008, pero ahora podria ser en marzo del 2008, es nuestra
perspectiva y esperemos que no haya dificultades”, expresoé.

5.- CONO SUR.-

UE pressiona Mercosul a mudar proposta de abertura industrial
O Estado de Séo Paulo / Brasil, 17/07/2007

A Unido Européia (UE) alertou ontem que, se os paises do Mercosul mantiverem a atual posicao
nas negociagcdes da Rodada Doha da Organizagdo Mundial do Comércio (OMC) no setor
industrial, dificilmente haverd espaco para negociar um acordo bilateral entre os dois blocos nos
préximos meses. O alerta foi dado pelas autoridades européias ao subsecretario de Comércio da
Argentina, Nestor Stancanelli, as vésperas de a OMC apresentar 0 que acredita que pode ser o
acordo para estabelecer de que forma ocorrera a liberalizacdo dos mercados agricolas e de bens
industriais. Amanha, sera a vez de o chanceler brasileiro, Celso Amorim, se reunir com 0
comissario de Comércio da Europa, Peter Mandelson, em Bruxelas, para debater as propostas e
definir como seguir adiante com as negociagées.

Brasil dice que represas podrian afectar a Bolivia
La Razon / Bolivia, 19/07/2007

El Gobierno brasilefio garantizé ayer que las dos hidroeléctricas que planea construir en el
fronterizo rio Madeira no afectaran a Bolivia, aunque reconoci6 que va a precisar de vigilancia para
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evitar inundaciones en el pais vecino. El presidente de la Empresa de Investigacion Energética,
dependiente del Ministerio de Minas y Energia, Mauricio Tolmasquim, presentd ayer las
conclusiones del informe ambiental que da luz verde a la construccion de dos centrales
hidroeléctricas junto a la frontera de Bolivia. Tolmasquim indicé que durante la estacion seca, si la
cota de agua de las presas llega al 90 por ciento de su capacidad, el area inundada si podria
afectar a tierras bolivianas, aunque aseguré que el nivel de agua sera administrado "para que
nunca tenga impacto" en el pais vecino.

Bolivia: Presidente anuncia nacionalizacién de ferrocarriles
La Prensa / Bolivia, 16/07/2007

El Presidente Evo Morales anuncié ayer el inicio de la nacionalizacion de los ferrocarriles,
traspasados a la administracion privada por el Gobierno de Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada (1993-
97). Morales dijo: "La gente que nos hablaba de capitalizacion que nos diga ahora donde estan los
frutos de ese proceso. Nunca hubo capitalizacion, sino descapitalizacion al pueblo boliviano y
nuestras empresas, y por eso ahora iniciamos la nacionalizacién de Enfe". La Empresa Nacional
de Ferrocarriles (Enfe) se convirtié desde 1996 en una institucién residual, como consecuencia de
la capitalizacion ejecutada ese afio, que transfirid, primero, al consorcio chileno-estadounidense
Cruz Blanca, y posteriormente a la Empresa Ferroviaria Andina, la mayoria de su patrimonio.
Ferroviaria Andina tiene como socia principal a la compafiia Inversores Bolivian Railways S.A.,
gue posee un paquete accionarial del 50%, compuesto por capitales chilenos. La socia de la
Empresa Ferroviaria Oriental es la firma Trenes Continentales, filial de la estadounidense Genesee
Wyoming, que también tiene una participacion del 50%. En ambos casos, otro 49% pertenece
tedricamente a la poblacion boliviana, que delegé su administracién a dos gestoras de pensiones,
una del grupo Banco Bilbao Vizcaya Argentaria (BBVA) y otra del suizo Grupo Zurich Financial
Service.

Uruguay: Buenos indicios por el acuerdo automotor con Brasil
El Pais / Uruguay, 19/07/2007

El acuerdo automotor entre Uruguay y Brasil dej6 satisfecho al gobierno, ya que confia en que
"represente un repunte para la industria automotriz nacional" aunque "la vida dird" si eso se
verifica en los hechos, dijo ayer a El Pais el subsecretario de Industria, Martin Ponce de Ledn,
quien encabez6 las negociaciones por Uruguay. Ahora el gobierno apunta a renovar el acuerdo
automotor con Argentina, aunque en este caso no se modificaran sustancialmente los cupos y
condiciones vigentes. "Con Argentina el intercambio comercial es mas equilibrado que con Brasil",
afirmé Ponce de Ledn.

Canadéay Chile revisaran hoy la ampliacién del TLC
El Mercurio / Chile, 17/07/2007

Con una agenda que tiene como tema central la celebracién de los diez afios de vigencia del
tratado de libre comercio entre ambos paises y un diadlogo para buscar alternativas para ampliarlo,
se retnen hoy en La Moneda la Presidenta Michelle Bachelet y el Primer Ministro de Canada,
Stephen Harper. La autoridad canadiense hard su segunda escala de la gira latinoamericana que
lo lleva a Colombia, Chile, Barbados y Haiti. Los dos paises tienen un rico dialogo politico y, segin
adelantaron fuentes gubernamentales, ésta seria la oportunidad de profundizar las relaciones en el
ambito comercial, extendiendo los beneficios del acuerdo comercial a sectores que quedaron fuera
del TLC, que entré en vigencia en 1997.
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